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2. Shri Va.ipeyi has forwarded a letter received bf the 
National Museum from one Shri Bi.ian Ghosh, seek i n| 
dein i j s of two boxes wh i ch are in the sate custody in the 
National Mit se n rot * T t won l ci s eem that Shr i Ghosh t ee .1 s 
that- the boxes have a nevus with Nf/taii Subhasb Ghandra 


3 , Xn his letter to me, Shri. Vajpeyi lias referred to a 
cover in 1;he National Museum which was received from MEA, 
He has stated that no details can be given. of the cover 
as it was taken over by the Museum without veri lying its 
contents. Further, the general accession register 
containing the details of the packet, has been sealed By 
the National Museum. Hence, there is no documentary 
evidence regarding the covet with them. 


4 , I feel, as this would be a very sens i tivM-; subject , 
ript ai is, if an v < can only be aval table in M'BQ, they may 
have a file on the National Museum or on Neta.ii giving 
some reference to this matter- Before I ask NOG to Make 
action. Ah (ADI mar please see. T $ 



{Vivek Rat, ju ) 
Joint Secretary { AB ) 
10.10,1994 
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Ihe letter iron Joint Secretary and DG, National Museum asks for a list 
°° ntents i ns ide the packet. I have gone through many lengthy notes. I 
have seen description of items contained in the packet. I would like l£Z 
Section to look at the various notes and let me know which is the final and 
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The inventory, referred to by /'former Director 
(Estt), Shri K.P. Balakrishnan in his note dated October 9, 
1978, was to have been prepared by national Museum. It was 
to be sent j to® by Director, National Museum to Addl. Secy. 
Department of Culture. A copy was also to have been 
endorsed to us . 


2 . 
us . 


It appears that the copy of inventory never came to 


3. It may be pointed out here that on instructions of 

PM, Netaji's treasure was opened on 9.10.78 at National 
Museum and the list of items is at F/Z . 

Submitted please. 


( Goutam Gupta ) 
Section Officer (NGO) 
October 25, 1994. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 

T- ^ 

~P <*€>£1 \tACi<»V®iM - — s<yv3~ 

Reference FR I and II of file placed below 
and Notes at Flag 'Y'. 

2. F.S. would recall that in the note submitted 

by Shri Ashish Roy, Point No. 2 made by him was 
the fact that the Japanese Government had confirmed 
Netaji's death and this report existed in the archives 
of our Embassy in Tokyo. On F.S.'s instructions, 
we had written to our Ambassador vide SI. No. 18 
and requested for a copy of the Japanese Government 
report, if it existed, in the files of our Embassy 
in Tokyo. 

3. Our Ambassador in reply (SI. No. 20) ( Flag 

'Z' ) had stated that in response to a query by 

the Embassy to Gaimusho, the latter had sent a letter 
dated 24 July, 1956 informing that the cremation 
permit in the name of Mr. Okura is believed to be 
that of Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose. Our Ambassador 
enclosed a copy of Gaimusho 's letter dated 24 July 
1956 as well as a copy of the Death Certificate 

of Mr. Ichiro Okura. 

4. As instructed by FS, on receipt of MHA letter, 

a copy of letter from our Ambassador in Tokyo, along 

with its enclosres was forwarded to MHA. Subsequently, 
Shri C. Phunsog, Joint Secretary ( IS( I ) rang up to 
say that they would like to have confirmation from 

MEA that the Japanese Government had indeed confirmed 
that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had died in the 

air crash in 1945. As will be seen from the enclosures 
attached with the Ambasador's letter at S.No.20, 
(Flag 'Z’)the response of the Japanese Government 
is contained at para 2. For us to state on this 
basis that the Japanese Government had indeed confirmed 
the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose would be 
going beyond the scope of the Japanese Government 
letter and have major internal ramifications for 

us. It is, therefore, submitted that while replying 
to MHA request we may reiterate that all we have 
is a copy of Gaimusho letter of 24 July, 1956 as 
sent to us by our Ambassador and that a copy of 
this letter along with the enclosures is already 
available with M.H.A. A draft lletter to MHA is 
also placed below which F.S. may kindly approve 
before issue. 
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raft is in order and may be issued. 


However, the reply to PMO dated 22.8.94 (SI. 6 on 
file 25/14/NGO-52 ) is not really satisfactory. The action 
which has been taken on Mr. Ray's letter is in actual fact 
the same in AP Division's note dated 20.9.94 on file 
C/551/12/93-JP of AP Division. A clean copy of that note 
needs to be sent to PMO, together with the letter from 
Ambassador Tokyo dated 27.7.94 with enclosures. ; Kindly do 
the needful cdyo , 



JS (AP) 


a/) 


( ini va s an ) 
Foreign Secretary 
13.11.1994 
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JS(AP) s Office 


Ref. Renkoji temple and Netaji's asliK*'.. 

2 . As diri't 1 1 -i t l iy F 3 , 1 sooke to our CDA in Tokyo, 

who has reolied as follows r 



3. IJ The assistance being extended for maintaining 
a certain portion of the temole is adequate and its 
cmM intiam e is necessary. No change in this assistance 
is needed at present. 


It may be emphasised here that the form of 
assistance currently being extended is roosl suitable 
and continues to have a favourable influence on the 
recipient. 11 
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This refers to the old controversy regarding 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. From time to time, 
various articles have appeared in the Soviet /Russian 
press insinuating, though without any actual proof, 
that Netaji in fact stayed/was incarcerated in the 
Soviet Union after 1945. 

2. Since the matter is of considerable public 
interest, we had taken up the matter with the Russian 
authorities through our Embassy in Moscow. In 
January, 1992, we had received a disclaimer from the 
Russian Foreign Ministry to the effect that "according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the 
former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 and thereafter." Subsequently, in March, 1994, 
the Russian Foreign Ministry had sent us a non-paper 
refining the above statement to say that "according to 
the data of the central archives of the former USSR 
and the Russian archives, no evidence of stay of the 
former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 or in subsequent years, had been found." 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 


/3S2/rv6,o/<74, 
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3 . Pursuant to a cooperation Agreement signed 
between the Asiatic Society of Calcutta and the 
Institute of Oriental Studies, Academy of Sciences of 
the Russian Federation, a group of scholars had 
visited Moscow last year to research this issue. 
Again, while no proof of Netaji' s stay in the Soviet 
Union was adduced, it was mentioned that a number of 
personalities whom the team met "had suggestive words 
to ventilate", and that "the people of this country 
and all over the globe are very much interested to 
know about the cloud that had been created around 
Netaji concerning Russia." 

4. The Asiatic Society's team came to the 
conclusion that it would be essential to consult the 
KGB archives to conclusively set the controversy at 
rest. "But one point is clear that unless the 
Ministry of External Affairs of our Government prevail 
upon the Russian authorities to allow our scholars 
access to KGB archives it is absolutely impossible for 
the scholars to pursue the matter further either of 
this cduntry or of scholars of Russia." 

5. It may be mentioned that there are broadly 
three kinds of archives which may be of relevance. 
Papers relating to the Stalinist period {KGB archives) 
are kept separately and have so far not been accessed 


2 



by foreign and even Russian scholars, with the 
exception perhaps of very limited and selected 
scholars like the late historian Volkogonov, who has 
published biographies of Lenin and Stalin on this 
basis. Papers relating to the post-Stalinist period 
fall into two categories - governmental and Central 
Committee/Politburo (these are again kept separately) , 
The Russian Foreign Ministry's Note Verbale suggests 
that their disclaimers about Netaji may be based 
essentially on perusal of these latter archives. 

6 . It would be unrealistic for us to expect the 
Russian authorities to allow our scholars access to 
KGB archives. What we can do is to request the 
Russian authorities to conduct a search into these 
archives and let us know if there is any evidence of 
Netaji' s stay in the Soviet Union. 

7 . It is recommended that we may request our 
Ambassador in Moscow to make a suitable demarche to 
the Russian authorities on the above lines. 


(R.L. Narayan) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
January 12, 1996 



No;_ 9^~& / JS ( EE ) /96 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 

• It t 


Placed below is a letter addressed to PM by Shri 
Pradip Bose regarding material on Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose available in Russia, PMO have sought the comments 
of the Ministry of External Affairs, 

2, The MEA has, in fact, formally approached the 
Russian Government for information regarding the veracity 
of press reports which have appeared from time to time on 
the presence of Netaji in the erstwhile Soviet Union 
after 1945. The Russian Government has informed us that , 
on checking their records, they do not have any evidence 
to this effect, A copy of the Note Verbale^from the 
Russian Foreign Ministv* is enclosed, 

3, It may be mentioned that, recently, Shri Ashish Ray, 
grandson of Natali* s elder brother, had addressed a press 
conference in Delhi at which he had released a copy of 
the Russian Note asserting this position. The Russian 
Ambassador Drukov was also present at the press 
conference and had confirmed the authencity of the 
Russian Note. A copy of the statement made by Ambassador 
Drukov is also enclosed, 

4, Pursuant to an Agreement signed between the Asiatic 
Society of Calcutta and the Institute of Oriental Studies 
in Moscow, scholars of the Asiatic Society had recently 
researched Russian historical material on Netaji. A copy 
of an article in the Pioneer * (14 September, 1995) 
detailing their findings is enclosed. 

5, It would appear that: 

i) The Asiatic Society scholars have unearthed no hard 
evidence of Netaji’s stay in the Soviet Union after 
1945. 

ii) They have referred to certain secret KGB files and 
Presidential archives in which this information is 
supposedly available; and 

iii) They have requested Government of India to make a 
formal request to the Russian Government for access 
to these files, 

6, Dr Bose has gone a step further and has requested 
Government of India to seek access to these files for 
the scholars of the Asiatic Society, 

7, It would be appreciated that no country in the world 
would permit access by foreign governments, let alone 
scholars from foreign countries, to its intelligence 
files. We have no evidence that such files exist; on 
the contrary, the Russian Government has categorically 
told us that they have no evidence in their archives that 
Netaji was in the USSR att^Eer 1945, 





8i The Russian Government has no reason to hide any 
information which it may have on the subject , since it 
was the Soviet Union, which it disowns, which was 
responsible for any action in this regard. 


9, In the circumstances, it is felt that it would not 
be appropriate for Government of India to make a formal 
request to the Russian Government to open their 
KGB/President iai archives to the Asiatic Society 
scholars. This would amount to our disbelieving the 
Russian Government’s categorical and official statement 
on the subject . 


/ — 
(R.L. Narayan) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
7,3.1996 
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No 32. / JS ( EE 1/96 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 

v it * 


Reference letter addressed to EAM from the Acting 
General Secretary of the Asiatic Society, placed below 
at FR, requesting MEA to take up with the Russian 
Government the issue of access to certain archives for 
research purposes . 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that 
the Asiatic Society and the Russian Oriental Institute 
had entered into a cooperative agreement for 
facilitating research into Indo-Russian relations. The 
Asiatic Society had thereafter sent a three-member 
team to Moscow to gather information relating to 
Indo-Russian relations from 1917-47. The Asiatic 
Society feels that, in order to complete this 
research, they would need access to the Presidential 
Archives, the Archives of the Foreign Security Service 
and the Archives of the Army General Staff. 

3. It would not be appropriate for us as a 
Government to seek access to these archives. The 
Presidential Archive contains the proceedings of 
Politburo meetings. The Archives of the Foreign 
Security Services are part of the KGB Archives . The 
Archives of the Army General Staff are also security 
and intelligence related archives. 

4. Access to these archives has been given by the 
Russian Government on a highly selective basis to one 
or two reputed scholars, like the Russian historian, 
General Volkogonov, and the US academic, Richard 
Pipes, who have thereafter published works on Lenin 
(and Stalin) based on this material. The main purpose 
of these works has been to directly implicate these 
founders of the USSR, Lenin in particular, with the 
terror of the Soviet period. These biographies, 
therefore, serve a definite political purpose as far 
as the present Russian Government is concerned. 
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SECRET 


5 . Obviously , no Government in the world can be 
expected to throw open its secret archives for general 
research, on the basis suggested by the Asiatic 
Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for the 
Government of India to seek access to these archives, 
which have not been declassified so far. We would, if 
nothing else, be embarrassed were a similar request, 
on the basis of reciprocity, to be made to us by the 
Russian Government at a later stage. 

6. It may also be mentioned that, after the Asiatic 
Society scholars had returned from Moscow last year, 
they had given interviews to the Indian press 
indicating that, on the basis of the archives which 
they had examined, they had found evidence that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was alive in the Soviet Gulag 
after the air crash in which it is generally accepted 
that he died in 1945. This led to questions in our 
Parliament. At that time, we had again taken up the 
question of Netaji* s supposed survival with the 
Russian Government. The Russian Government had, 
formally and in writing, reiterated what they had told 
us earlier, namely that there is no evidence 
whatsoever in their archives to support any 
speculation regarding Netaji’s presence in the Soviet 
Union after 1945. 

7. In view of the above background, it may be safely 
surmised that the Asiatic Society wants access to 
these secret archives essentially in order to go on a 
fishing expedition in search of material on Netaji, 
which, its scholars have convinced themselves, exists 
in these archives. Indeed, Shri Pradip Bose, who is a 
relative of Netaji, had written to the former PM last 
year seeking access to these archives precisely in 
order to further such research. These papers, which 
are held in NGO, are placed below at flags "A" and "B" 
respectively. 

8. Our seeking to obtain access to these classified 
archives on behalf of the Asiatic Society, after the 
Russian Government has repeatedly and formally told us 
that they have no evidence of Netaji having been in 
the Soviet Union after 1945 can therefore be easily 
misunderstood by the Russian side. From the present 
perspective of Indo-Russian relations, such a request 
would serve no positive purpose, but could well have 
a negative impact. In any case, it would not be 
appropriate for the Government of India to seek access 


3 





to these highly classified and security and 
intelligence related documents, based on nothing more 
substantial than an Agreement between two non- 
governmental organisations. 

9. In response to the present letter to EAM , we may 
advise the Asiatic Society to continue to seek access 
to these archives through the Institute of Oriental 
Studies, their counterpart organisation in Russia. 
This letter could issue at my level. 




c_ — 


( R . L , Narayan ) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
18.11.1996 
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PRIORITY NO. XIV 

RAJYA SABHA 
STARRED QUESTION NO. 174 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10 DECEMBER 1998 

Request oCAsiatic Society for access to President’s Archives, Moscow 



*174. SHRI JOYANTA ROY: Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 
to state: 


(a) whether it is a fact that on a request from the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 
his Ministry showed reluctance to approach the Government of Russian 
Federation to make access of the researchers of the Asiatic Society to KGB and 
the President's Archives, Moscow; and 


(b) If so, the reasons therefor? 




THE PRIME MINISTER 
(SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE1 



ANSWER: 

f.k 
loft 

a) and (b) The Asiatic Society, Calcutta, addressed a letter dated 1 5 November 
tJa to the Minister of External Affairs requesting that an approach be 

made to the Government of the Russian Federation to permit access by its 
scholars to "the President's Archive, Archives of Foreign Security Service 
and the Archives of Army General Staff. In response it was conveyed to 
the Asiatic Society on 26 November 1996 that the archives to which access 
was being sought were essentially intelligence and security related archives 
which have not been declassified. Asiatic Society, Calcutta, was advised to 
continue to make efforts to obtain information on Indo-Russian relations 
through its counterpart organisation, the Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Moscow. 



R a i ya Sab h a Starred Question No. 174 

fpu reply on 10 December 1998 


Note for Supplementaries 

1. The Asiatic Society, Calcutta, addressed a letter dated 15 November 
1996 (Text at F/E) to EAM requesting that an approach be made to the 
Government of the Russian Federation to permit access by its scholars to "the 
President's Archive, Archives of Foreign Security Service and the Archives of 
Army General Staff'. It mentioned that such access was required for research 
purposes in order to complete and bring out a volume on Indo- Russian 
Relations during the period 1917-1947, as per an agreement between the 
Asiatic Society, Calcutta, and the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow. 

2. With the approval of then EAM, Shri I.K. Gujral, it was conveyed to the 
Asiatic Society vide MEA letter No. 4075/JS(EE)/1996 of 26 November 1996 
(Text at F/F) that the archives to which access was being sought were 
"essentially intelligence and security related archives which have not been 
declassified". Asiatic Society, Calcutta, was advised to "continue to make 
efforts to obtain information on Indo-Russian relations through its counterpart 
organisation, the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow." 

3. While considering the response to be made to Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 
it was felt that it would not be appropriate for Government of India to seek 
access to the archives as requested. The Presidential Archives contains the 
classified proceedings of Politburo meetings. Archives of the Foreign Security 
Services are part of the KGB Archives. Archives of the Army General Staff are 
also security and intelligence related archives. (Access to these archives has in 
the past been given by the Russian Government on a highly selective basis to a 
very few reputed scholars, like Russian historian General Volkogonov and US 
academic Richard Pipes, who thereafter published works on Lenin and Stalin 
based on this material. The main purpose of those works was to directly 
implicate those USSR leaders with the terrors of the Soviet period and those 
biographies served a definite political purpose for the Russian Government.) 

4. It was also felt that no Government can be expected to throw open its 
secret archives for general research, on the basis suggested by the Asiatic 
Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for Government of India to seek 
access to archives that have not been declassified so far. Moreover, we too 
could be embarrassed if a similar request, on the basis of reciprocity, be made 
to us at some stage by the Russian Government. 
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5. While unstated, the underlying reason for this PQ pertains to the efforts 
by the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to determine whether Netaji survived the air 
crash in Taiwan in 1945 and thereafter made his way to the Soviet Union. 

6. After the Asiatic Society scholars returned from Moscow in 1995, they 
had given press interviews indicating that, on the basis of the archives they had 
examined, they had found evidence that Netaji was alive in the Soviet Gulag 
after the air crash of 1945. The issue was raised in our Parliament. We again 
took up the question of Netaji's presence in Russia with the Russian 
Government. The Russian Government formally reiterated what they had 
conveyed to us earlier, namely, that there is no evidence whatsoever in their 
archives regarding Netaji's presence in the Soviet Union after 1945. 

7. Our seeking to obtain access to classified archives on behalf of the 
Asiatic Society, after the Russian Government has repeatedly and formally told 
us that they have no evidence of Netaji having been in the Soviet Union after 
1945, would also have been misunderstood by the Russian side. In any case, it 
would not have been appropriate for Government of India to seek access to 
highly classified security and intelligence related archives, based on nothing 
more substantial than an Agreement between two non-go vemmental 
organisations. 

8. Details of the formal and categorical responses received from the 
Russian authorities on Netaji’s possible presence in the USSR following the air 
crash in Taiwan in August 1945 are given below: 

• Vide its Note Verbale No. 2/YuA dated 8 January 1992 the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed in response to official 
approaches made by the Embassy of India, Moscow that “according to the 
data available in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 

whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of Indian 

National Congress, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 

1 945 and thereafter” . 

• Vide Note Verbale No. 73/YuA dated 27 October 1995, the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed that " as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 

Security Service of Russia, and the_Russian Centre, for Retention and 

Perusal of Documents of Modem History, no information whatsoever has 

come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the 

former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Note: The Federal Security 

Service is the successor to the NKVD/KGB. Forwarding the Note Verbale, 
Ambassador Kotov, Head of the Third Asia Department in the Russian 


MFA, categorically asserted that “we can be sure that Netaji has never set 
foot on Russian soil” and that "extensive research carried out upon the latest 
request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this effect." 

• Vide letter no. 22672 dated 15 October 1996 the Chief of Central Archives 
of the Russian Ministry of Defence stated in answer to a letter from a Shri 
L. Joychandra Singh that “there are no records with the Central Archives of 
the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in 

August 1945 and death of Commander-inAIhief of the. Indian National 

Army Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose” . This was forwarded to Embassy of 
India, Moscow vide Russian Ministry of Defence Note Verbale No. 1843 of 
28 October 1996. Subsequently, vide Note Verbale No. 547 dated 20 March 
1 997 the Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation requested that Shri L. Joychandra Singh be informed in 
response to a second letter he had addressed to the Central Archives of the 
Russian Ministry of Defence that “In reply to this repeated query, the 
Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence (CAMP) of the Russian 

Federation has..pQinted-QuUb.aUhere. other data relating to the fate of 

Subhahs Chandra Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter 

No. 1 843 dated October 28. 1996 (enclosing No. 2/22672 of the CAMD”. 

9. It may also be pointed out that Embassy of India, Moscow, has extended 
assistance to Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to gain access to material that has been 
declassified and to secure information through the Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Moscow. 
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Chronological background 

1- Shri Chitta Basu, MP, had written to then PM Rajiv Gandhi in April 1987 
about the presence of archival material in the Czech Academy of Sciences. 
In 1988, he wrote to USSR President Gorbachev on the subject. On March, 
1990, "The Hindustan Times" quoted Dr. Yurlova, a scholar at the Institute 
of Oriental Studies, as mentioning that Soviet scholars were in possession of 
documents on Netaji. On 9 April 1990, in response to a PQ, an assurance 
was given that “efforts will be made to obtain either the original papers or 
their copies so that they could be studied”. Shri Samar Guha, MP further 
took up the matter with then EAM in May 1990. 

2. On 21 May 1990 the Embassy of India in Moscow wrote to the USSR 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs requesting it to explore the possibility of 
transferring relevant materials on Netaji to the National Archives in New 
Delhi. 

3. On 17 August 1990 the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs conveyed 
materials on Netaji available in the Soviet Archives. Those materials, 
however, did not shed any further light on Netaji’ s fate or his sojourn in the 
USSR. 

4. In May 1991 the Embassy of India, Moscow, received some more material 
from the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs and sent these to the Ministry. 
These documents “threw no additional light on the fate of Netaji or his 
possible presence in the Soviet Union after his disappearance in 1945”. 

5. On 16 September 1991, the Embassy of India, Moscow, addressed a Note 
Verbale to the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs (enclosing a collection of 
documents on Netaji received from Shri Chitta Basu, MP, containing 
suggestions quoting Soviet Diplomats to the effect that Netaji might have 
found his way to the Soviet Union after the alleged plane crash in 1945) 
seeking “any material available in the archives of Soviet Organisations, 
including security organisations, which could shed light on the fate of 
Netaji”. 

Vide Note Verbale No. 2/YuA dated 8 January 1992 the Russian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed in response to official approaches 
made by the Embassy of India, Moscow that “according to the data 
available in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of Indian 


6. 





National Congress, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 and thereafter”. 


7. In November 1992 Shri Samar Guha, MP, wrote to MEA and asked for the 
Embassy in Moscow to obtain more information from the Russian side. 
Foreign Secretary wrote to Shri Guha that “our own enquiries with the 
Russians, pursuant to your suggestions, indicate that they themselves accept 
that Netaji died in the plane crash in 1945”. All the same the Embassy took 
up the matter with the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 1 0 January 
1993. 

* 

8. In autumn 1993 the monthly journal “Asia and Africa Today” carried 3 
articles on Netaji ostensibly drawing on KGB archival material. One of 
these articles concluded with the following certificate: 


“CERTIFICATE 




After the Japanese capitulation in the first half of September 1945, TASS 
quoting British sources informed from Tokyo that Subash Chandra Bose, 
staying in Japan, died”. 

Deputy Head of HIrd section of the Vth dept. 

1st Directorate of NKVD of USSR 
Lt. Col. Nabatnikov 
25.12.1945 


9. On 27 July 1995 the Embassy of India, Moscow, addressed a Note Verbale 
to the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (enclosing Shri Samar Guha’s 
monogram “Country must know what happened to Netaji”) and while 
mentioning that there had been further speculation on Netaji’ s visit to the 
former Soviet Union in 1945 requested that “all materials available on this 
subject be examined for a final determination on whether or not Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose entered on stayed anywhere in the territory of the 
former Soviet Union in 1945 or subsequently”. 

10. September 14, 1995: “The Pioneer” quoted Dr. Purabi Roy, Dr. Hari 
Vasudevan and Dr. Sobhanlal Dutta Gupta on their visit as a part of the 
Asiatic Society delegation and stating that a request would be made for 
scholars to collect more information on “Indian leaders”. They specifically 
referred to the “hitherto unknown facts about Netaji”. The Indian Express 
on September 19, 1995 also carried a report “Government apathy leaves 
Netaji’s fate buried in Moscow files”. These scholars mentioned “utmost 
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difficulties” in gaining access to materials and also talked of “restrictions” 
imposed on them by a section of Embassy officials. 

11. Vide Note Verbale No. 73/YuA dated 27 October 1995 - the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed that "as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of Documents of Modem History, no information whatsoever has 
come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the 
former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. In forwarding the letter 
Ambassador Kotov, Head of the Third Asia Department in the Russian 
MFA, categorically asserted that “we can be sure that Netaji has never set 
foot on Russian soil” and that ‘extensive research carried out upon the 
latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this effect." 

12. Vide his letter dated 26 October 1996, Shri Chitta Basu wrote to 
Ambassador of India in Moscow requesting the Embassy to take up the 
question of the “mystery of Netaji’s disappearance” further with the Russian 
Government and with the Archives. 

13. On 4 December 1996, Members in the Lok Sabha demanded a “fresh probe 
into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji”. Congress MP Ms. Mamta 
Banerjee referred to newspaper reports that Netaji might be alive and asked 
the Government to find out his whereabouts. Ms. Banerjee was supported 
by other MPs. 

14. Vide letter no. 22672 dated 15 October 1996 the Chief of Central Archives 
of the Russian Ministry of Defence stated in answer to a letter from a Shri 
L. Joychandra Singh that “there are no records with the Central Archives of 
the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in 
August 1945 and death of Commander-in-Chief of the Indian National 
Army Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose”. This was forwarded to Embassy of 
India, Moscow vide Russian Ministry of Defence Note Verbale No. 1843 of 
28 October 1996. 

15. Vide Note Verbale No. 547 dated March 20 1997 the Directorate of Foreign 
Relations of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation forwarded 
the letter of Shri L. Joychandra Singh addressed a second time to the 
Central Archives of the Russian Ministry of Defence and stated that “In 
reply to this repeated query, the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence 
(CAMD) of the Russian Federation has pointed out that there is no other 
data relating to the fate of Subhahs Chandra Bose besides the information 
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conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 dated October 28, 1996 (enclosing No. 
2/22672 of the CAMD”. 




An ticipated Questions and their Answers 


Q. Why is MEA reluctant to approach the Russian Government for 
permitting access to researchers of the Asiatic Society to the KGB and 
Presidential Archives in Russia? 

Answer: On the instructions of the Ministry of External Affairs, the Embassy 
of India, Moscow, has extended assistance to Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to gain 
access to material that has been declassified and to access archival and other 
information through the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow. It will continue 
to do so. However, no Government can be expected to throw wide open its 
secret archives for general research by foreign specialists, on the basis 
suggested by the Asiatic Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for 
Government of India to seek across-the-board access to archives that are highly 
confidential and classified. Whenever requests have been made by us to the 
Russian Foreign Ministry seeking specific information relating to Russian 
archives, they have readily and formally responded by providing clear replies 
in a timely manner, after checking their archives. 

Q. What are the contents of these formal replies received from the 
Russian authorities on the issue as to whether Netaji survived the air crash 
of August 1945 in Taiwan and thereafter proceeded to the Soviet Union? 

Answer: Vide its Note Verbale No. 2/YuA dated 8 January 1992 the Russian 
Foreign Ministry formally conveyed in response to official approaches made 
by the Embassy of India, Moscow, that “according to the data available in the 
Central and Republican Archives, no information whatsoever is available on 
the stay of the former President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 1 945 and thereafter”. 

Vide Note Verbale No. 7 3/ Yu A dated 27 October 1995, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry formally conveyed that "as a result of the investigations carried out at 
the Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modem History, 
no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra 
Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. 
The Federal Security Service referred to is, incidentally, the successor to the 
NKVD/KGB. In fact while forwarding the Note Verbale, Ambassador Kotov, 
Head of the Third Asia Department in the Russian Foreign Ministry, 
categorically asserted that “we can be sure that Netaji has never set foot on 
Russian soil” and that "extensive research carried out upon the latest request of 
Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this effect." 
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Vide letter no. 22672 dated 15 October 1996 the Chief of Central Archives of 
the Russian Ministry of Defence stated (in answer to a letter from a Shri L. 
Joy chandra Singh) that “there are no records with the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in August 
1945 and death of Commander-in-Chief of the Indian National Army Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose”. Subsequently, vide Note Verbale No. 547 dated 20 
March 1997 the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation added in 
response to a repeat query that the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation has "no other data relating to the fate of Subhash 
Chandra Bose". 

Q. We are not satisfied with the response given. The Ministry of 
External Affairs must more actively try and find out the truth as to the 
presence in Russia of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose following the air-crash 
in Taiwan. 

Answer: The official responses to our approaches by the Russian Government, 
conveyed on several occasions through Notes Verbale - the most formal 
method of communication between States*- has been clear and categorical. 
[However, if members of this House believe it necessary, the issue can once 
again be taken up with the Russian authorities.] 



\ 



(rough translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

No. 2/Yu A 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to inform that 
according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and thereafter. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 

8 January 1992 

Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow 
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M.E. Mr. Roncn Sen 
Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 


Dear Ronen, 

% 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Bose. Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 
facts. 

Unfortunately, I am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the subject of not the least importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Nelaji 
has never set foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 
effect. 

Sincerely Yours, 



-4 


Yu. Kotov 


(Unofficial Translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/Yu A 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy's note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27. 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Centra! Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents^of Modern 
\ listory, no Information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhush 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

* 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 

. 27 October 1995 

Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 
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Enclosed is a letter from Mr I, Joychnndra S j n c h which has 
been seen And it. js replied that there jn> no r»T t> i-ii a with i.ne 
e n t i • a ) Archives o f Uie Miriistfj of Defence ot the Fus s : n n 
Federation n. bunt the C a toss L r<; phe in August l'J45 and death of 
Comn.inJm - j n-C h i o f ol the 1 nO i tin National A i niy 
Mr Oubhash Chandra Rose. 


Enclosed ; T wo letters with our letter No 22&'2. 

Chief of Central Archives 
Ministry of Defence 
of the Runs. ton Federation 

ad/- x x \ x 

(Colonel N OliiLKVl 
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Directorate of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation 


0 





March 20, 1997 
N 547 


% 

The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation presents its compliments to you and has 
the honour to forward herewith the letter of Mr. L. Joychandra Singh 
addressed a second time to the Central Archives of the Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation. 

In reply to this repeated query, the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defence (CAMD) of the Russian Federation has pointed 
out that there is no other data relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra 
Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 
dated October 28, 1996 {enclosing No.2/22672 of the CAMD). 

We request you to kindly inform Mr. L. Joychandra Singh of the 
above reply from the Archives. 

The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Military Wing of the Embassy of India in Moscow the assurances 
of its highest consideration. 


Military Attache in the 
Embassy of the Republic of India 
in the Russian Federation 




Brig. D. Singh 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NUMBER 3463 
IQ B£ ANSWERED QN 12 MAR C H 1997 



L- 


RESEARCH PROJECT QF ASIATIC SOCIETY 
3463 SHRI CHITTA BASU : 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 


a) whether Asiatic Society of Calcutta, has sent a team to 
Moscow to carry out a research Project, on Indo-Russian 
rel at i ons ; 

' * 

b) whether Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow has worked in 
Collaboration with Asiatic Society on this research project; 

c) whether the Asiatic Soceity have since returned after 
completion of their work in Moscow; 

d) whether the Asi atlc Society have since submitted any report; 

and ' r 

e) if so, the salient features thereof? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI I , K . CW JR A Li- 


a) 

Yes, 

Sir 

b) 

Yes , 

Sir 


Yes, 

Sir 

d) 

No , 

Sir. 

e ) 

Does 

not 


fe* 




Sir. 


’/ ' f " ■ 

vt„; : 

■ 

. T.ii 





***** 



RAJYA SABHA 




UNSTARRED QUESTION NUMBER 2627 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 19 MARCH 1997 



M 


NEWS REPORT REGARDING NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


2C27 SHRI ASHOK MITRA: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

fa) whether Government’s attention has been drawn to the reports 
that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose survived the air crash in Taiwan 
and made his entry into the Soviet Union; 

% 

( b ) whether any attempt has been made at the official level to 
find out the basis of such speculations; and 

(c) whether there is any proposal to seek the advice and 
assistance of the present Russian authorities so that the 
controversy over the matter could be satisfactorily resolved? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( SHRI I .K. GUJRAL ) 

fa) Yes, Sir. 

fb) & (c) Attempts have been made at the official level to 

find out from the Russian authorities the basis of such reports 
in the media. In response, we were informed by the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 8 January 1992 that "according to 
the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
the Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in the 
Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years", and on 27 October 
T395 that "as a result of the investigations, carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of 
Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever has come 
to light on the stay of Subhas' chandra Bose on the territory of 
the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. 






(rough translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

V a h 

No. 2/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to inform that 
according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and thereafter. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
8 January 1992 


Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow 


(SD * 



(Unofficial Translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/Yu A 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy's note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents^of Modern 
I listory, no Information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

t 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
27 October 1995 


Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 
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1 l.E. Mr. Ronen Sen 
Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 


Dear Ronen, 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Bose. Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 
facts. 

Unfortunately, I am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the subject of not the least importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Netaji 
has never set foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 
effect. 

Sincerely Yours, 



m 


Yu. Kotov 


K 
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 


Following three TS files belonging to ME A may be returned 


back to them: 


1 . -25/4/NGO-Vol.IV (L/W KWI) 

2. KWI of File No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IV 

3. -25/4/NGO-Vol.V (L/W KW-I & KW-II) 





(P.P. Shukla) 
JS(P) 

22 September 1998 


NGO 
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ABHAY THAKUR 
UNDER SECRETARY 
PH: 301 5311 


CEE) 


MOST IMMEDIATE / BY SPEED POST 

J //V Cio/ 9g> 

' \S7J- ~~ 


No. IJ/US(EE)/98 


Dated 14 January 1998 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 



n 


Enclosed is a communication from the Director of 
the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documents of 
the State Archive Service of the Russian Federation, 
for your kind information. 


Yours sincerely. 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajatantra Building, 
Imphal , 

Mani pur . 

NOO 

Copy to : 



(ABHAY THAKUR) 


Shri Arun K. Singh, 

Counsel lor (Pol itical ) , 

Embassy of India, 

Moscow . 

(w.r.t. your letter No. MOS/POL/1 25/1 /90 dated 2.1.1998) 





srrett ti Ttrrem, 
EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
6-8, Ulitsa Vorontsovo Polye 
MOSCOW 
Tel. No. 917-0820 
Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax 9752337 


A 


No. Mos/PoI/'^M'** 


My dear 



January 02, 1998 


] enclose with this letter a communication addressed to Shri Jaichandra 
Singh from the Director of the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documents of 
the State Archive Service of the Russian Federation, 


I would be grateful if the communication along with its translation could be 
passed on to Shri Jaichandra Singh and a copy kept in your records, 

Regards. 



)/ 


Arun K. Singh 
CounseUor(Pol) 





* 


Shri Ajai Malhotra, 

Joint Secretary(EE), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. i » i 






a. 
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rocynapcTBeHnaji apxHBHaa cjiy*6a 
Poccmhckom OeaepauMM 
LJeHTp xpaneHHfl hctophko- 
^OKyMCHTaJIbHblX KOJIJieKpHH 

125212, Moacea, BbiOopzcKoa. yju, 3 
TejiecJjoH 159-73-83 

HaN or 


£ 


iKacaeTCH: o 

M-pe Cy6am t CySaux) 
BaHjtpa Bo3e. 


M-py JL ftjtcaiteaHflpa CwHrx 

IlpanjKaTaHTpa BHJiSHHr 

MMnxaji, MaHMnyp, Mh^hh 


i 

•i/S' 


ftOPOrOfr C3P! 


LJeHTp XpaHeHMH MCTOpHKO“flOKyMeHTaJIbHbIX KOJULBKIUdti, K COJKHJieHHK), 
He pacnoJiaraeT HaKaKofl HH$opMauMe$ o M-pe CYBAMX BAHAPA B03E. 


C yBawsHHe, 


AnpeKTop neHTpa 



MyxaMeflmHOB 


The State Archive Service 
Russian Federation 

Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection 
1252/2, Moscow 
Viborgsk Street, 3 
Tel: 159-7383 

04.08.1997 No. 175 

To 


Mr. L. Jaichandra Singh 
Prajatantra Building 
Imphal, Manipur. (India) 

Dear Sir, 

The Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection, 
unfortunately, does not have any information on Subhash Chandra Bose. 


Sd/- 

M.M. Muhammedzhanov 
Director of the Centre 




ABHAY THAKUR 
UNDER SECRETARY (EE) 

PH: 301 5311 

No. /US( EE )/97 

Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 


i/a 


Dated 08 May 1997 


ISjti 0%^ 




GtttW t| 

P<|tA 3 ^ ^ , 

-A& \> 'Aa - 



Hr 


Kindly refer to your letter of 13 January 1997 to 
Lt. Col. A.K. Sahni , AMA, Embassy of India, Moscow 
regarding Netaj i . Enclosed is a copy of a self- 
explanatory letter (along with its English translation) 
from the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation 
for your information. 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajatantra Buildings, 
Imphal , 

Man i pu r . 


Yours sincerely, 



(ABHAY THAKUR) 




f * 

* 


t 

M. Ganapathi 
Minister (Pol) 
Tel. 2001239 






I 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
6-8 Ulitsa Vorontsovo Polya 
MOSCOW 
Tel. No. 917-0820 
Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax-9752337 


No.Mos/M{P)/230/97 April 23, 1997 

Kindly refer to my fax of December 6, 1996 regarding Shri L. 
Joychandra Singh and his research on Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 
Shri Joychandra Singh had recently written to the Military Wing of this 
Embassy. It was felt that it would be appropriate if Shri Singh were to 
correspond through the MEA to avoid any complications and 
misunderstandings. Copies of the relevant communications from the 
MA’s office in this regard are enclosed. 


* 




2. Separately, Shri Joychandra Singh had also addressed the 
Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation. 
In response, the Directorate for Foreign Relations of the MOD has 
sent us a letter mentioning that the MOD Archives has no additional 
data on the fate of Netaji besides the information conveyed by them in 
October 1996. A copy of the MOD’S letter along with its English 
translation is enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of the internal note 
on the same subject for your information. Could I request that 
US(EE) kindly forward the Russian MOD’S letter to Shri Joychandra 
Singh? 




Yours sincerely, 



Shri Ajai Malhotra, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 


Ambassador might recall that one Shri L. Joychandra Singh 
had written to the Director, Central Archives of the Russian Ministry of 
Defence, mentioning that he was carrying out a research on the death 
of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose and that he wanted some details in 
this regard. Shri Singh had specifically asked whether it was a fact 
that Netaji had died at a plane crash at Taipei on August 18, 1945, 
whether the USSR Army had arrested him at Taipei or not, etc? In its 
response No. 1843 dated October 28, 1996, the Directorate of Foreign 
Relations of the MOD had forwarded letter No. 2/22672 dated October 
15, 1996 from the Central Archives of the MOD mentioning that there 
were no records available with the Archives on the questions raised 
by Shri Singh. 

2. Subsequently, Shri Singh had again approached the Archives 
on November 30, 1996 pointing out that there were many rumours in 
India and questioned whether Stalin had killed Netaji in Russian 
custody. In their response dated March 20, 1997, the MOD have 
informed us that the Archives has no additional data on the fate of 
Netaji besides the information conveyed by them in October 1996. 

3. As Shri Singh has been corresponding with the Military Wing of 
the Embassy, we had asked them to inform Shri Singh to address all 
his future correspondence to JS(EE), MEA. This was primarily done 
to avoid any complications and misunderstandings. 

4. If approved, we could send the latest correspondence from the 
MOD to JS(EE), asking him to inform Shri Joychandra Singh of the 
contents of this letter. 

May please see. 


(M. 

Minister (Pol) 



23.4.1997 



Directorate of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation 


March 20, 1997 
N 547 


The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation presents its compliments to you and has 
the honour to forward herewith the letter of Mr. L. Joychandra Singh 
addressed a second time to the Central Archives of the Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation. 

In reply to this repeated query, the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defence (CAMD) of the Russian Federation has pointed 
out that there is no other data relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra 
Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 
dated October 28, 1996 (enclosing No.2/22672 of the CAMD). 

We request you to kindly inform Mr. L. Joychandra Singh of the 
above reply from the Archives. 

The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Military Wing of the Embassy of India in Moscow the assurances 
of its highest consideration. 


Military Attache in the 
Embassy of the Republic of India 
in the Russian Federation 


Brig. D. Singh 
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ynPABJIEHHE 
'■'6HEIUHHX CHOUiEHMR 



MHHHCTepCTBa OOOpOHBl 
POCCHHCKOH 4 ,e WP a UHM 


JbC .. Map Ta 19 97 



Hoc kb a, T 19, KpyciOB 03 ^Bvi>KeaCKBrt tiep.,2 


ynpaBjreHiie BHeuiHKx CHOineHHil ItaHCTepcTBa odoponu Pocciiz- 
ckoK $e;nepanHH cBimeTeuiBOTByeT Baw cBoe yBasceHHe h HMeeT 
necTB HanpaBHTt nnctMO rocnofluna JI.JiacoiteaHApa CHHFxa, nocTymiB 
mee b UeHTpajiBHUt apxHB MO P$ btopkhho. 

UeHTpajiLHtiH apxnB MO F® Ha hobtqphbih 3anpoc coadunmi, 
hto npyrzMH cBefleHHHMH o cyjiBde Cydama ^anupa Boca, Kpowte 
cooPmeHHHx b Bam ajipec 28 OKTHdpH 1996 r. 3 a 1843 
(Jfc 2/22672 UAIvIO P$) He pacnojiaraeT. 

nporny ne 0TKa3aTB b jnode3HOCTH soBecTH comepscaHiie 
oTBeTa apxHBa £0 rocnonHHa JI.JtacoMHaHApa CMHrxa. 

ynpaETienHe BHeiuHHx CHOmeHHH MO ncuiB3yeTCJi HacTOflmHM 
cjiynaeM HTodti bo3o6hobhtb AnnapaTy BoeHHoro ATTame npn 
nocojiBCTBe Hnjiini b Mockbc cboh ysepemiH b BecBMa rjiydoKOM 
yBaxeram. 


BOEHHOMy ATTAHIE ECPPI IIOGOJIBCTBE 

PEcnyEniiKM mum b pocckPiCkoK 

(SparaflHpy ft.CHHrxy 


MA/ 1 1 8 / 2 / 1 - yV^ 


March 97 


MILITARY WING 


RESEARCH QN THK DEATH OF Mil SI). MASH CM A N Oil A DOS E , 
SUPREME COMMANDER OF INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY (INA) 


1. Refer to our Note No MA/118/2/127/I dated 26 Dec 96 and 
teleconversation between Lt Col AK Sahni, AMA ( GS ) and Minister 
(Political) on the subject. 


2. Please find enclosed a letter received from Mr L Joychandrn 
Singh for your further necessary action. 



// 


Lt Col 
AMA (GS) 


Minister (political ) 

Copy to : - 

Mr L Joychandra Singh 1. Please refer to your letter dated 
Prajatantra Buildings 13 Jan 97. 

Imphal , Man i pu r 


2. You are requested to address your 
future correspondence on the subject 
to Joint Secretary (Fast Europe), 
South Block, MEA, New Delhi —l 100 11 . 


\W 


if CHANDRA SINGH 




Fax. no. — utjyi — — zzDa-4-*, i UjjuiMM 
0091 — 385—222936 
0091 — 385—220471 

Tele — PRAJ AT ANTRA, IMPIIaL. 


Pbone -i 221538 [o/ 
(220421 [ri 


PRAJATANTRA BU!LD<<MGS 
IMPHAL. MANIPUR, INDIA, 


* 


Lt Col A.K. Sahnl 
AMA (GS) 

Military Attach© 
Qnbagsy of India, 
6-8, Ulitsa Obukha, 
Moscow 
Russia. 


Imphal 13 January 1997. 


\j£H y / N fcxL'TeHT 

£ C & l N 1)1 A ' 


Subject:- Mr. Subash Chandra Boee of India - regarding 
Russia etc. 


Sir, 

Would you kindly refer to my letter dated 1st 
December 1996. 

There is still controversy in India about the 
reported death of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. Some people 
believed that he went to Russia after Plane crash in 1945 at 
Taiphei and was killed under the order of Stalin of Russia. 

Grateful if you kindly get a clarification from the 
Chief of Central Archives, Ministry of Defence, Russian 
Federation whether Mr. Subash Chandra Bose was arrested by 
Russian Army in 1945 or not ? 

This information is very important in my research. 


I seek your kind co-operation and send me a word 

about it. 



YCHANDRA SINGH 


Pbonc 


1 


To 


rex. NO.— 0091 — 385— 2255-14, Prajalanlra Imphal 
0091 — 385 — 222936 
0091 — 385—220471 


5 220147 [o] 
221538 [o] 
220471 [r j 


Tele — FRAJATANIAA, 1MPIIAL. PRAJATANTRA SUILDING6 

tMPHAt, MANIPUR. INDIA. 


1st, December 1996. 


Mr. A.K. Sahni 
Lt, Col 
AM A (as) 

Military Attache 
Embassy of India, 
6-8, Ulitsa Obukha 
Moscow 
Roesia, 



Sir, 

This is in continuence of my letter dated JO Nov, 1996 
addressed to you. 

. 

I* am enclosing herewith a copy of ay letter dated 
30 Nov. 1996 addressed to the Chief of Central Archives, 
Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider to 
get a reply from them and send it to ae. I have been doing this 
Research on the request of Ministry of External Affairs, 
Governaent of India, New Delhi since 1984. 



/CHANDRA SINGH 


Phone 


/ 


- 

Fax. NO.— 0091—385- 225544, Trajalanlra linp'.ia! 
0091—385—222936 
0091-385-220471 


) 220147 (o] 
221538 [ci] 
220471 (it] 


Tele — PRAJATANIRA, 1 M [’ll aL, prxjatantra buildings 

tMPKAL. MAISflPUR. riSTQJA, 


• To 

The Chief of Central Archives, 
Ministry of Defence 
Russian Fed era tion 
Ci ty - Podolsk 
District; Koscovskaye 
Street: Kirova, House No, 74 
Rossia - I4I000 


!■ phal 30 Nov. 1996. 


Co pi 


Subject:- Hr, Subash Chandra Bose of India, 


Sir, 

Thank you very much for your kind information sent 
to me .through Fhbassy of India Moscow, Russia which was 
received by me today. ^ 

* 

I am very happy to know that there are no records 
with the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in August 1945 and 
the death of Commander-In-Chief of Indian National Army Mr, 
Subash Chandra Bose, 

In India there is lots of rumour and questions 
that Stalin has killed Mr, Subash Chandra Bose in the Russian 
custody in August 3945. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider 
to enlighten me about thiB rumour and questions. 

I am enclosing herewith a cutting of Indian paper 
for easy reference and information about it. 

Thank you very much once again. 


Yours faithfully, 

( L, woychandra Singh ) 



I 


/. 
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UNSOLVED MYSTERY 

Did Stalin Harbour Netaji? 


Ry SAMAR CU1LA 
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nan h.MipJr ^ 

AT HEART 

Dr Rhurah RhiMirliirvi an 
JnAiani ar ppm lit Ift 
fminit in >hp pinii-pp*Mv i*.'hi vi - * 

a letter l>Mrp*aprt tn ihf Amen 
ran jmiTOalut. L^tijii >‘nfhrf. m 
by h hi , r 1 h M lien nn* n f 
Ihp nffliil irvHprt inr"*le* lhr 

W*p'Na f.t^n A^Hram In nrr 

Irltet the | --- .P L *’e* PA Jin - 

VH r UPflO Hie US rrrj tltnl fut 
riming prr'titri.- hn the Hrilnh 
Co w mme m to rnnrirtr utphu-iIi 
ati-lv IVrertom IQ fflrtta 5 hp ad 
rti-pf ’ J At he*r1 |l*t Inrtian arm v |i 
fympathebr wiih Ifle InTian N* 
(ifln*! Arnny (IN' A of Itmel If 
lloap come* with ihe hi-ip rif 
Hutlli. rienhpf Gandhiji nflf |br 
Coflfre*i will f>e able Up iratnn 
wilt* thr country Alan. ftA 
Hiiun for prnpa iianiia pur 
pr>\ri dnrlare* ILTelf an An.lif 
rrtijfllry thpfl ther* 11 nn hH - ,pfl 
■tv Ko’^'o^an iRianee ae.'p^i*i.ii- 
us India i.pr 

Thia Irllff cnrmbnralpi Gan 
(JhlJI I iflf.wTfetRP *Tk.iiE Nn-twl' * 
JMI1( In |fl r ^PV|*1 I intpvfl (lid 11 
ilvi p* plain* w'it Gafl>lA«ji 
pt-limniy t*irr ifl ip*a 1 beliPVP 

S«ihn*t t* alive" t v*n aftr-r me 
RM Kort Tn t ; of INa mrn m 
rfli4 he Tnld CnlnripJ lf* 1 nPvy r 
JtabiAan "Habib, whatever you 
may frit m* to tup c ft nifa ty. f atfll 
brbrvp in my heaA of bearta Thai 
Nh*ji Subtui Chanrtn u 

alive". All The (taiemerii* of 
GandM inrtirerily conArmed 
Bftbih Intel! 1 genet rtponi lo 
Ikird WaveE' that Gaodf f]l w*i 
aware of Bom i pirktAte m i.he 
USSR 

Kfhefl Leonid Hrwihnpv v(*f(ed 
India. I met him at Kaabtrapaii 
Jt ha van on Nnwember JU 
I* Iridfr p if the Snoaltii I'iny in 
the Ixt* Sab* a an l preipnb^l a 
iheee pigc memi. random In 
which wai outllnet the i*i«vpi 

why I ml 1 1 be'ievi-i mat ItuMI 
wai f vpn (hpfjpr ty Siil'fl a^rr 
hr ei- afiod to S'bena on Auf .at 
11. tttaS A request wa« mi>i* 
that Mnactiw rev«aJ all Lha h*ru 
abdvl N'ctaji flul ho reply wai 
nn-pived enher from Defhk 
Mr.acpw A A#r Mr Oorfcachov 
Ctme lo pnwpr, aflOEhpr ]*IUsr 
wij ieni to him Ofl the m 
gubject, which log went uAani- 
weird | , - . 

Now shi»{ the Soviei Union no 
too(pr ra:atl. would St he tod 
much to Mpect a leader like Mr; 
Ve’utn !o rrvttal all the fa«k 
about Suhha* ■ Cbaortra Boae 
whirblflijr ha buned in the KCO 
Ale* ' ' 
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From Indembassy Moscow 
To Foreign New Delhi 

OSD (EE) from Minister (Pol) 

Netaii Subash Chandra Bose 
oonespondence from the MA's office 
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(Ml. 0a nape trill 
Min ifter^Pdft 
1996 
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MV/ 118 / 2 / ^ /I 

Mr Joych&ndra Sinyh 
PRAJ AT ANTRa RUILHINGS 
IHFHALi MANIPUR 


; 



Fmba t 'S.v o i ] 
Moscow, K .. $ v 


Oc toht 


1 


KtSFA.Krif ON riljb‘ Df .\TH QK MU CIJANPJiA huSK , 

aUPt qvM ir i I^K t 1 AN \A r 10 NAJL ARMY ( I N \ } 

1. PIc.iA^ refer to vour letter dated 26 August 19‘Hi ^0 
to t no Di recto i ot C&t\ t i rt 1 Arch; v n, Ministry c f Defe*. c 
Fodr r*l 1. 1 on , 


1 % 


w * ■ o J tel I i 1 1 v r ^ ■■■ f ■' » ■ i : >. ? “■ , • - 

r * 1*110:1 t h.i ’ l nt i p i "A i, ;> i • _ v r v 1 \ n v > t i 1 \ , £ w l l H f A V ; ' 

the 'subject, ’!>•*■ rep l > jn eun i f, s unolficj it t *■ ■ 

totwaidfnl to <,«<■* h] t l>; F*i^ t, r\ ftt" ’ fit. t a|i t» flv |> ii t t ( »u 1 f| L O- 

M i r * i r* 1 r y of Deft* net? u l the Fr i s * i /j ;t F •> d < * r ■ *i L tor is -*1 ^ o : * 

for ynut records. 


3% i 1 lease ackuuw I r^cl^e • 



( A f Sit hr* i ) 

/ LrJCoi 
AM At GS 1 
For H i M t * r 1 


KneJLs ; as above 
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1 r t s sr j 

r i * * t a rt 

2 - 

' "V> It ; o *> 

. 1 iV^»?d 


At tar he 


* 


UKOPFT flM . Tl* AN SI. AT l ON OP OFNTIt.\C AKOIJIVK 
y iXKU Ny iia «, 7 J LMTfj) 1 f> tji'JO|\KR OJ 

% 


Fnclostd i « a letter from Mr i Joych/india Singh ohich has 
Scon .sfi*r, aro r> r*-. i : ! j. * i j ■ »* ; , » , • ■ ■ 

-cm'. ;ni Arcnvfs !' lit; Mi > of P- ?' >.■ n e u 1 l h.» ■' i. - 

- . ■ i y ft e i n A u * u C& 

r s.-.f. JO 1 - ■ It- . r, ; r v> f l hC I ’ • J : r, ' i At ; • 1 , Al/N 

SubJiash Clt-n.J ( •» Hose. 


E r , closed : Tko 1 c t V e I s w 1 Lit our ieiicr No 2 2 6 ~ 2 • 


Ch*«f of Central Archives 
Ministry of Defence 
of the Run k 1 ail Fo>J v t o v i on 

sd/- x x x x 


(Colonel N flliiCKVl 


jbrtufow mu in wjifw* sumo w3j 







UEHTPAJIbliblfl APXHB 

MJUDiCTEPCTBA OEQPOHM 
POCCHftCKOfl <fcE£EPAUJIIi 

w/<^ OKTflQpn im tf. 

p p'jir- r ;o 

M *•/ *■ ‘ 

142199, r. Udi&'feOQ, Mo wtuxufl iU 


* 



I 

.03*o0 t r, MocH&a.K-.'oO 


* 




Hanpas^fiK) nwcbwo rocno^/na JI. A-Kofcvanapa 


Cvmrx Ha Bauje paccMOTpeHt*e vt oTseTa asuBHTe- 
/iw y. c^HOBpeMeHHO cocCmaic, mo CBe,neHvtBN:;f 06 o6- 


CTOHTfijibcTBfiLX rwo'ejiM s aeryCTe 1945 ro;;a Bopxsa- 
More DiaBHCKQMaHAyiouiero ’XhakEckoR HauwoHeusbuofl 


ApM*m Cyta-a 4un^pa ooea UeHTpajibHdC* apxns MO 
Pi ne p’icnojjaraeT. 


0F1«: ‘'<k/bx.> £207<2 na skK* nv^ra.x y 


aapecary. 



HAWibrtHK i:^i ! l'PA. , :bHOrO APXI'BA 
MMCi'BPO'fBA CfcOPOHrJ Pi 

nOJIKOBHWK 
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ynPABJi.cn he 

BHTUJHHX CIlOUJtHHVl 

MHH«CTtpCT*a U&OpUHW 
PoctMAchoA 4 ,e.if(jju>M 

■ il r 

4$ „ OKTflgpH 

»J*d 

^ * 

fl »ty»J 
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BCEHHOMT ATTAllE IFH nOCCJTbCTBE 

isia:: b poccra 



Cpjirauupy F.Ajceft 


ysavaeMUt! rocncflHH 5piTap;ip ! 


* 




ynpaaseicje hhmihkx CKOuieicnH 'vtiHHCTepcTBa oOopOKH 
Poccaiicttcji! ieaepauju: c Bi&e ■re.’ifcc? eye t 3aw CBoe y bq&€.hhb a 
wwecT 'iecTb nepes.aTt o?ae? UsHTpajibHoro apxwBa MO Fr Ha 
nuctwo rpaaijaHima ZUoux Jl.;JKOiftaHApa Ciinrxa, 

ripoiiy ne oTKaaatt b jnoCe3HOCTa flosecxa ccaspJKanKe 
oTBexa apxiisa ao 


ynpaanenue biiei-khx choihohhJI MO F5> nojiB 3 yeTc>* HacToamKM 
c.nynae;.: hto< 5« BO3c0ii0iiiJ?t AmiapaTy BooHHcro Arrau npn 
IIoccojfcCTBe fecm: b MecK»e cuck ydepe.HKH e Bocbf.:a myccKOM 
ymx.QK'M, 


Ilpn.TO*0uae : na 3 .lacrax. 




C yBa^eHHeM 


SAMECT:rr™i> haUajihkka ynPASJisiiMH 


reKopaji-waftop 



CJUdeseB 


JOVCHWDRA SINGH 


rax. no.— 0091—355-215544, I’rajaiantra !ru‘ ; n»l 
OD'Jl— 3B5— 212936 
IKilM-jUS — 220471 



Tc!c — PRAJAl 1 Mr UAL. 


PR* jat a BUIID'NQS 

i M PKAt MAMPufl, l N D 


Iaphal 26 Aug, 1996. 


' C P 


To 

The Director, 

Central Archive 
, Ministry of Defence, 
fv'ucnlan Federation 
City - Podolsk 
District: Moscov&kaya 
Street: Kirova, House No. 
Rose!* - 141000 



Sir, 

I have been doing 1 research on the death of 
Mr. Subash Chandra Dose, Supreme Commander of Indian National 
Array ( 1 N a ) . He rough t during 2nd. World War against 
American-Britieh-USSR forces. He was fighting with Japan, 
Whether is a fact that he died at a plane crash at Taiphei 
on 16 August T?U6 there ? He boarded a plane at Saigon for 
Taiphei, 

Whether USSR Army arrested him at Taiphei or not ? 

This information is urgently needed for ray research, 

I shall be very grateful if you kindly consider to 
write me a line on this question. 

With kind regards, 


Tours faithfully, 

( L. Joychandra Singh ) 


tv 

r> 


MCTOPUKO-nPOCOETVlTrnbCKOf 7 nPADOBAUlUTHOC M EinArOTBOPLITc MbHOE 06LL1ECTE3 



1 ' ^ ' V I H * » • ! I^f U ■ f 4 1 

j » . *'« n mi j‘hi. * , 

IfM. ‘|H f'« 'M 
»• K , a...,,,, 


f'll'I'.'i’U 


f/iyGosoy ea ♦atnun i uuiuanH t . Joychandra Singh! 







C coman«nMeM cuuOmaen Ban, mto AaHHbinw , o xoropbix By nac 
ci.i.pi»iurt»«t re , Mbi hc pacno/ia men h tioDTony npeaocTABMTb Ba« ny*nyo 
niitjiuprui unto Bom jte no^en. 

Mw ptJKOneHaoeann Ban HaupatniTb BaLH aanpocw: 

« Lie H TfT a/lfe Itt-HI LtpXHM M H HH CT <? pc T B a OCopOHbl PoCCilMCKOft Cea? - 
paunn ( japev: 1’occnfl. 14-lUfcKi MOcKOBCKtin oSjtacrb, r . floyo/ibC 1 '. , 
yyi r hwponh , mp« 74 j; 

- n Ufj'ncmtytu H'cncfja.'M.itpn C/ty*Gu bcnon.iciiocm ( njipcfc I 'occm ■■ , 
I0J7OU HopxQa, Kyancutuni moct , you 22 ). 

Do3ho*hq , MHTeptsciywmaM Bac vm^opnauHH HaxofiHTCjr Tan. 











c y»ajK«tmcM, 

IIcuo/ium i ejibMbifi anpeK re p 
oOiaecTba 11 fjenGpna/i " 


Z ■ Aomx ? ea 


f * 


‘"‘^RASH 




CRASH 


fax AUcalU- ' 

From Foreign New Delhi 


To Indembassy Moscow 


* 


Minister (Pol) from OSD ( FE ) 


The article (below) on Neta j i Subhas Chandra Bose 
published in Hindustan Times of 3.12.96 is of interest. It 
indicates that E/I, Moscow has fairly recently (30 October 1996) 
conveyed in writing to a Mr. L. Joyehandra Singh a response 
received from the Russian Defence Ministry Central Archives. If 
so, grateful if a copy of the letter and enclosure be provided to 
MEA urgently. Am also enclosing two other items (in Asian Age of 


5.12.96 and Times of India of 6.12.96) on the same subject for 
your i nformat i on . 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Mamata, Leftists 
join hands, seek 
new Netaji probe 


New Delhi, Dec. 4: Members of 
the Lok S ab ha on Wednesday 
vociferously demanded a fresh 
probe into the *' ‘mysterious 1 ' dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose after his plane 
crashed in Japan and urged the 
government to come out with an 
action plan on his birth centenary 
celebrations next year 

The members also wanted the 
government to declare January 
23, the birthday of Netaji, a 
national holiday. 

Raising the issue during Zero 
Hotg\ Ms Mamata Banerjee 
(Congress) said that repons from 
Moscow newspapers recently 
said that Netaji might be alive. 

The government should try to 
find out his whereabouts as the 
countrymen were interested to 
know about him, she said. 

Supporting Ms Banerjee, CPI 
(M) members, Mr Basudeb 
Acharya and Mr Nirmal Kami 
Chattajee, pointed out that Janu- 
ary 23 had already been declared 
a public holiday in West Bengal 
and they would like the Union 
government to make a similar 
declaration. 

Soon after the leader of the 
House, Mr Ram Vilas Paswan, 
responded by saying that he 


would convey the members' feel- 
ings to the Prime Minister, Mr 
H,D. Deve Gowda, 

BJP member Lai Muni 
Choubey said it was regrettable 
that the government was still 
considering celebrating Netaji' s 
birth centenary. 

The deputy Speaker, Mr Suraj 
Bhan, said he did not think there 
were two opinions on the ques- 
tion of celebrating Netaji' s birth 
centenary. 

Mr Ram Vilas Pas wan said that 
NetajPs birth centenary would be 
celebrated but the government 
would have to look into the 
demand for declaration of Janu- 
ary 23 as a national public holi- 
day. 

Currently only October 2, the 
birthday of the father of the 
nation, is a public holiday, he 
said. 

On the question of Netaji being 
alive. Mi Paswan said that he 
would convey the members' feel- 
ings to the Prime Minister. 

The deputy Speaker observed 
that the leaders of all poll beat 
parties should sit together and 
chalk out plans to celebrate birth 
anniversary of leaders like B.R. 
Ambedkar and Jagjivan Ram. 
tPW 


Waiting for Bose 

T HE Bengalis' capacity to yearn for 
the impossible is obviously limit- 
less. Saurav Ganguly may once again 
make a ton and Prof Amartya Sen may 
one day win the Nobel prise for eco- 
nomics, but even by the standards of 
the venerable centurion, Mr Nirad 
Chaudhari, the chances of Subhash 
Chandra Bose still being alive indeed 
appear remote. Nevertheless, national- 
istic Bengalis the world over cling to 
the belief that Netaji is alive and well 
somewhere in East or South-East Asia 
and is only waiting for the “appropri- 
ate moment' 1 to re-emerge and save us 
all from the corruption and inefficien- 
cy plaguing the nation. 

During the Lok Sabha's precious 
‘Zero Hour', when MPs get a rare 
chance to create a din on matters of 
burning importance, a number of 
Bengali parliamentarians cutting 
across party lines recently demanded 
that the government investigate the 
fate of Bose's last flight. Ms Mamta 
ftaneriee .angrily insisted %re 

reports from Moscow of Netaii still 

beings alive and" demanded that the " 

government urgentl y try to find out his ~ 
whereabfiUtras "the countrymen afe 

mtereslet f to know about him' , trie^ 

tempestuous lady's call was ecnoed by 
senior MPs from the CPM and 


Forward Bloc and the hapless leader 
of the House, who decided rather 
wisely that discretion is the better part 
of valour, promised to forward their 
belief in Netaji' s immortality to the 
Prime Minister for investigation. 

Fifty years after his death (of 
course, some would consider any ref- 
erence? to his possible demise as trea- 
sonable), Bose continues to serve as a 
barometer for our political and emo- 
tional immaturity It is impossible to 
have a rational discussion on the com- 
plex nature of his political persona — 
his alliance with Hitler and Tojo, for 
example, or his opposition to Gandhi 
— without attracting a fusillade of 
criticism, especially in Calcutta. But 
instead of yearning for the return of an 
old man, however revered and wise he 
may have been, or demanding a 
national holiday on his birthday it 
would be more appropriate for 
Netaji 's followers to actually build for 
themselves the kind of society our 
freedom fighters dreamed about. 
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Netaji death remains a mystery 

IMPHAL, Dec. 2 (UNI) Indira Gandhi , said he had 
Co lonel N . Brilev, chief of requested the chief of Central 

Central Archives, Ministry of Archives on Aug. 26, to give hii 

information about the death of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
The official re ply of the 
came from the Central 


s/djK. 


Defence of the Russian 
Federation, Moscow, has officially 
informed to Mr L. Joychandra 
Singh for the first time that “there 
are no records available with the 
archives on the death of Mr 
Subhash Chandra Bose (Netaji) in 
Taipaei plane crash or arrest of 
him by the USSR army, “ 
Addressing a Press conference 
here yesterday, Mr L, Joychandra 
Singh, who had been doing 
research on the death of Netaji at 
the instance of late Prime Minister 


Moscow, vide letter No, : 

124/1 dated Oct, 30, 1996. 

Mr Singh said 'what Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation 
said was correct that no USSR 
army was present in South-East 
Asia, except in Korea on August, 
1945, There is a controversy over 
the death of Netaji in the plane 


crash on August 18, 1945, As some 
people had said that Netaji did not 
die in the crash and he was arrested 
by USSR army who carried him to 
Russia where he was shot dead by 
Russian army under the orders of 
Stalin, 

Mr L, Joychandra Singh had 
been doing research since 1984, 

MrP, V. Narasimha Rao, the 
then Minister of External Affairs, 
wrote a letter on June 21, 1984, on 
behalf of Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi to Mr L, Joychandra Singh 
saying that “I fully agree with you 
that there should be a national 
consensus on this question ”■ 
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Immediate 


R . L * Narayan 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
Phone 3015061 


No. M& JS(EE)/96 
Dear Prof. Sarkar, 


26 November, 1996 


Please refer to your letter No. 14998 dated 
15 November, 1996, addressed to the' External 
Affairs Minister, regarding the research project 
on Indo-Russian relations for the period 1917-47 
which is being undertaken by the Asiatic Society 
in cooperation with the Russian Institute of 
Oriental Studies. 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




• - 
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You have mentioned in your letter that, in 
order to conclude their work, the scholars of the 
Asiatic Society would require access to the 
President * s Archives , the Archives of the Foreign 
Security Service and the Archives of the Army 
General Staff. These are essentially intelligence 
and security related archives which have not been 
declassified . 

You may like to continue to make efforts to 
obtain access to information on Indo-Russian 
relations through your counterpart organisation, 
the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies. 


Prof. Anil K. Sarkar, 
The Asiatic Society, 
1, Park Street, 
Calcutta-700 016 


t/J wC i 

Yours sincerely, 




0 I (R.L. Narayan) 

Cr 



I E T V CAL. 
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Poundfd In 1784 

( An Institution of Niiionil imporianc* <#scJ*r#d by an Act of Ptrliamtm ) 

1 , Park Street, Calcutta -700 016 


Prof* Anil K, Sarkar 
Geneial Secretary (Acting ) 


14996 


Dale ; November 15, » 


Dear Or, Gyjrel, 

The Asiatic Society is grateful to you for your prompt 
reaction for inclusion of the suggested items in the proposed 
cultural agreement with Armenia as well as for pursuing the 
matter relating to collaborative studies with Portugease, 


fj 


fr- 



Being encouraged by your sympathy and support we axe now 
approaching you for a different matter related to Cultural 
Exchange Agreement between Government of India and Government 
of Russia following which the Asiatic Society entered into an 
agreement with the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences. This bilateral agreement between the 
Asiatic Society and the Institute of Oriental Studies inciu- 
bringing out a volume relating to Indo-Russian Relations fo: < 
period from 1917-47 based on archival documents available in 
different archives of Russian Federation which remained cios 
for a considerable period. On the basis of this -agreement IJ ■ 
Asiatic Society deputed three scholars «. Dr. Purabi Roy^ Dr 
Sovan Lai Dutta Gupta and Dr. Harivasudevan to collect art * 
materials from the different archives of Russian Federate r 
They have collected huge important and valued materials, but 
they have been stuck up for the concluding part of their 

9n T-» lgr~S eoux ity Se rvice and t h 

k*s. We approached your predecessor in office, for teki 
the matter with the Russian Governmiftt so that our scholars 
be permitted to get access to those Archives. We have not yet 

; t> 


We would, therefore, urge upon you kindly to take up 
matter with the Russian Government so that the scholars of t! 
Asiatic Society can get access to these archives for research 
purposes in order to complete the assignment entrusted to them 
in terms of cultural agreement with the Government of India 
and the Government of Russia. 


We shall appreciate an early action in this matter as ih« 
project has to be completed within a definite time frame. 

With kindest regards, 

Dr. I. K. Gujr; ; -t 
Minister In-ch ge of 
External Affairs 
Govt, of India 
■-* South Slock 

New Delhi - 110001 

20-0n# t 29 7200 / 29-7261 


Yours sincerely, 

^-4" 

(Anil K. S ark af7 


▼•••* No, J 021- 0236 A$tA IN 


P** No ; 01 033- 200005 



Immediate 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


R,L. N a ray an 

Joint Secretary (EE) 


/JS( E E ) / 9 6 


27th March, 1996 



I enclose a copy of U.O. note No* 



along with its enclosure, being a letter 
addressed to PM by Shri P rad ip Rose* I am also 
enclosing a copy of our office notings on the 
subject* PM * s instructions are that he would 
like you to make discreet- enquiries to ascertain, 
if possible, the existence of any additional 
information on Xeraji which may he Available in 
Russia and the possible reaction of the Russian 
side if were to request access to it, J would 
be grateful i f you could kindly do the needful. 




You rs s i n cere! 



( R * L . X a ray an \ 


Shri R* Sen 
Ambassador of India 
Mo see w , 



nr 1 : t wo * 




sttt tt Tprirrmr, 


/Wi 


Embassy of India, 


2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 




Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN OEM B J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 


Fax: 03(3234)4866 


AMBASSADOR 


No, F.5(1 )NGO-1 (Vol.lll) 


March 4, 1 996 


My dear 


SA 




Please refer to the decision about increase in our annual donation to 
the Renkoji Temple (where Netaji's ashes are kept) to one million Yen. 

2. I visited Renkoji today to personally hand over the increased 
contribution. I thanked the Priest, Rev. Koushi Mochizuki, for his devotion 
to the task for looking after the ashes for so many years and mentioned that 
it might take some time before we are able to take the ashes back to India. 
I said that, as a very small token of our appreciation. Government of India 
have decided to enhance the amount of our contribution to Yen 1 million 
from Yen 600,000. 

3. Rev. Mochizuki was very grateful and said that he has seen 
occasional press reports about the on-going debate in India about the ashes. 
He said that he will keep the promise he made to his father to look after the 
ashes as long as necessary and is not interested in the politics of the issue. 
He said that while he hopes that the ashes can be returned to India soon 
with due respect and reverence, he has no problem in looking after them as 
long as required. 

4. As 1 have reported before, it is clear that we do not have to worry 
about the Renkoji Temple putting any pressure on us to move the ashes, 
especially after this increase. The only pressure that will come is likely to be 
from the ageing associates of Netaji and from the Foreign Office. 




Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Mow Holhr 




PRIME MINISTER ’S OFFICE 





Forwarded herewith is a copy of a letter addressed to PM by 
Shri Pradip Bose regarding material on Netaji Subasli Chandra Bose 
available in Russia. 

MEA’s comments in the matter may kindly be forwarded. 






(Prafihakzr Me non) 
joint SecfCfafy (PMO) 
[ 2 . 3.1996 


Joint Secretary (EE), MEA 

7(W VO file. /t3?J 6 
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17 February, 1996 


Dear Hr. Rso, 


During my recent visits to Calcutta, I had the opportunity of a 
detailed discussion with three scholars - Dr. Hari Vasudevan, 

Dr. Purabi Roy and Dr. S. Dutta Gupta - who, under the auspices 
of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, are researching Russian 
historical material. 

They told me that they had found some interesting material in 
Russia relating to my uncle. Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose. They 
feel strongly that a systematic research into the material on 
him, which is still not open to the public, is vitally necessary. 
According to them, the Russian authorities are prepared to open 
up those "secret" files only if the Indian government makes a 
formal, written request to them to do so. 


The above mentioned scholars have informed me that in spite of 
several requests made by the Asiatic Society to the Indian govern- 
ment, it seems reluctant to take this step. 






If this is true (and I have no special reasons to disbelieve the 
scholars), I fail to understand the Indian governments reluctance, 
especially when, since 1992, the Russian government has already 
opened up its top secret files held by different departments, 
including those of the KGB. Under these circumstances, I should 
be thankful if I could be enlightened on two points: 

1) Is it true that the Indian government has refused to make 
a formal, written request to the Russian government to open up 
their files on Netaji to the above mentioned Indian scholars? 

2) If it is true, then what could be the reason for such a 
stand since your government is convinced that Netaji died in an 
aircrash on the 18th August 1945 at Ted pel. 


With the Russian presidential elections looming large on the 
horifcon^and the possibility of a political change in that country, 
I and the majority of the members of our family would like you 
to take the earliest possible step in the matter by making a 
formal request to the Russian government to open up the files 
on Netaji. Since this is a sensitive political issue in which 
there is widespread public concern, I should be thankful if you 
could kindly grant me an interview at your earliest convenience 
to discuss this issue in private. If this is not possible, then 
kindly send a written reply at the earliest. 


New Delhi 


With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely. 


(Unofficial Translation) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy’s note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
27 October 1 995 



Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 
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Intervention by FLE.Mr Anatoly M.Drukov, 
Ambassador or Russia in India during the 

S ress-conference oji the 21.02.9o in 

ie Foreign Correspondents* Club 



* 


In Russia as well as in the erstwhile Soviet Union Subhash Chandra Bose is 
deeply honoured as one of the most outstanding sons of friendly Indian people, 
who dedicated his whole life to the liberation of India. 

We extend great respect, understanding and attention to those actions 
aimed at finding out true circumstances of his demise. 

Along with this, being a foreigner, I can speak about the matters concerning 
my country only. And now I can only reiterate what my Government has already 
said in the verbal note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation No 73/YuA dated October 27, 1995 as a reply to the request of the 
Indian Government: 

"As a result of the investigations carried out at the collections of the Central 
Archives of the Federal Security Service of Russia and of the Russian Centre for 
Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern History, there was found no 
information on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the 
erstwhile USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years". 

I realise that on the centenary anniversary of Subhash Chandra Bose too 
much emotion appears among the representatives of different strata of Indian 
society. 

Hence I would rather avoid any additional comments on the subject. 

Thank You. 
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Papers relating to Netaji in KGBgr chives? 


PTI 

Calcutta 


seviJVM/ PfW'UMl^'lb reiauut 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bum 1 
and his ffiy^lBilou:) iisfppe&rart- 
cr arv *tfil lying in the inaccessi- 
ble archives of th 6 disbanded 
KGB and in the <>fRclai archives 
or the Rushan president in 
Kremlin. 

BpvHal permission of the Russi- 
an Government Is required to 
scrutinise them and it is believed 
that examination of these docu- 
ments may 4Vetuualh unravel 
the myit" *7 behind Netajis disap- 
pearance at the u.d :! IT \" Vt urlri 
War Jit ac^rd ins? to three scho- 
lars of the Asiatic Society who 
recently visited some of the 10 
archives in Moscow under an 


Indo-Russtan cultural agreement- 
Dr Purabl Roy (Jadavpyr 
University). Dr Had Vasudevan 
and Dr Sobhania) DtiUa Gupta 
yu’thiC&Citfriitta University) visit- 
ftttc BuUnyt at p*rt of the CUlui’ 
rat agreement signed between 
the Asiatic bBdtfiy and thv *"^1- 
lute of Oriental Studios, Moscow , 
to compile accessible ft Iter Jab 
pertaining to the Indo-Russian 
relations during 1917 and 1947. 

They told newsperson* hen- 
that they fared "utmost" difllcul- 
ty in studying the avaitaDtC ducu 
ments in the archives. 

Sirvre the available documents 
relating to Indlaft history wor* 
ijumh in * r disarrav." the 
archU os It) the KGR omce ftflli ll* 
the ft evident « archive in Krem- 
lin arc expected t» reveal Ihe 
hitherto unknown facts about 


Netaji, they fell. 

Asiatic Society general secreta- 
ry Chandan Hoychowdhury said 
the Prime Minister would be mov- 
ed to request the Russian Presl- 
$&n\ to allow Indian scholars to j 
Kremlin also Ifi thb ‘htot/Hr. : 
Moscow for collecting more lufor j 
matidfl ttbuui Indian leaders . J 

The scholars, who spent about/ 
$ 5,000 dollars 15 get acres* tA 
the archives in Moscow, said that 
ir most cases, they were ftflt 
allowed to study the required 
file* and documents. The pro- 
blems were Further accxntuateH 
due to 'restriction* Imposed by b 
section of officiate of the Indian 
embassy Irt Moscow* they alleged. 

Pn revealing facts abopt 
Netaji Subhas ChfiTUlta Dudn< 
they sb 1 * 4 that documents al the 
archives of the Kxterttftl Affairs 


of the Ruslan federa- 
tion indicated that BUS«4an ag«m 
V G Sayadyam. who was allowed 
to function in India by the British 
Government, carried a letter 
from Bund*: iawaharla! Nehru in 
August, 1946 to Moscow on wg) 
tPm about N4IA/1 r, men- 

Moreover, the scholars ciuottfO \ 
an article 51 V Turad&ov, * «mb- | 
editor of 4 *te and A frica Today. : 
found among the archival nialeri* 
als. to say that the etfent 

nought to convey the message to 
Moscow' in September, 194fc. trihi 
the Soviet might have to contact 
<f Forward Bloc as onP iff the 
major political parties in India 
an** its leader Sub has Chandrt 
Bose 11 . These raff rentes pointt 1 ' 
in Netaji alive even in 1945 
the scholars said. 
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No. 8070 


Date : 20.7.9 5 



Dr. Chandan Roychaudhur , Ph.D., FRAS (London) 
General Secretary 


Dear Pranab Babu 


Kindly recall the discussion that we had with you on 


two successive dates on 17th and 18th July in Delhi regarding 
our endeavour for the study of Indo-Russian relation during 

the period from 1917 to 1947. We are sending herewith a note 

. 

for your kind consideration. We are also sending herewith some 
of the relevent documents collected by Dr. (Mrs.) Purabi Roy 
from Russia recently for your inforamtion and appropriate 
consideration. 


You may now well appreciate going through our note and 
papers that the matter demands attention on a priority basis. 




Hope we shall be able to meet you soon. 




With kind regards 


Enc lo . As above 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
Minister of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001 



* 




Telephone : 29-0779/29-7250/29-7251 Tele* No. : 021 5238 ASIA IN Fax No. ; 91-033-290355 


A Note 




ft 




Dr. Purabi Roy, Dr. Sovenlal Outtagupta and Dr. Hari Vasudevan 
were deputed by the Society to collect archival material* an 
Indo-Russion Relations with emphasis on the period 1917-47. 


Dr* Purabi Roy and Dr, Sovanlal Duttagupta have returned uith 
volumes of archivals materials mostly concerning the roles of 
different political personalities on either side covering the 
period 1917-47. 

Amongst other things there are suggestive materials concerning 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. A lot of articles have appeared in 

» ! 

Russian Journals in recent period i. e. 1992-93, copies of which 
have also been collected. Moreover, Dr. Purabi Roy had extensive 
personal interactions uith cross section of scholars in Russia 
and also the Officials of The Ministry of External Affairs of 

' 

•■ that country. * 

• • . ■ • 

' 

The overwhelming number of personalities whom Dr. Purabi Roy' 
could meet including the officials of the Ministry of External 
Affairs had suggestive words to ventilate. All of them are 
^u.Qanimou3 on one point, however, that KGB documents need to be 
consulted for pursuing the clues that were given In the publi- 
cations recently appeared as well as from collected archival 
materials and personal interviews. 

k «r 

The people of this country and all over the globe are very much 

interested to know abou the clout that had been created around 

•' - 

Netaji concerning Russia. 


y But one point is clear that unless the Ministry of External 
Affairs of our Government prevail upon the Russian authorities 
to allow our scholars access to KGB archives it is absolutely 
impossible for the scholars to pursue the matter further either 
of this country or of scholars of Russia, 





It would be appreciate if our scholars can get access first 
because that would strengthen our position. It is also 


politically adviseable that we acquire the documents first 


and deal uith them keeping the current prospective in mind 


before it reaches us through other chabbels in an inconvenient 
and purposive manner. 


The Asiatic Society therefore, urges upon the Hon'ble Minister 
in Charge of External Affairs to take up the matter uith the 
Russian External Affairs Ministry to allow access to 
Or* Purabi Roy to investigate in to the matter* 


It is also requested that the Ministry of External Affairs may 
in touch uith Afgan and Uzbekistan Governments to consult 

t 

ves to pursue the clues that are available now* 


The matter may therefore, be taken up urgently and the Society 
informed accordingly* 


Some documents collected from Russia are enclosed herewith for 
the information of the Hon’ ble Minister in Charge of External 
Affairs, Government of India* 




N . Ra v i 
Deputy Chief 


of Mission 


40 \Q 


No. F . 5 ( 1 ) NGO- III 


wt cr 


Embassy of India, 

2-11. Kudan-Mmanii 2*chome, 
.. Hiyoda kti, TOKYO 1(12 
;N|\);\ V°i •!< A 2.'12-IM1 IN HEM II J 
1 1'luino: 0:i(32(i2)23!) I 
fax: <i;tU2;i -IH H(i(i 

January 29 , 1996 





Please refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO{Pt) 
dated 13th November, 1995. I hereby acknowledge the 
receipt of this contents mentioned therein. 


Yours sincerely, 




(N. Ravi)^^ i 


Shri Raj at Saha, 

Director ( CNV ) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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Doctor confirms Netaji’s death in Taiwan 


STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 


NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. - The 
doctor who attended on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose states 
categorically that the Indian 
leader died after being involved 
in a plane crash at Taihoku, 
Taiwan on August 18, 1945. 

Mr Asish Ray, India-based 
representative of CNN TV and a 
grand-nephew of Netaji, says it 
was only last . * month that he 
learnt that Dr Taneyoshi Yoshi- 
mi was alive. With the help of a 
Japanese colleague* Mr Ray says 
he set up an interview with the 
doctor. The transcript of the 
interview with Dr Yoshimi is as 
follows: 

Question; Do you clearly re- 
member the episode of a plane 
crash at Taihoku, in Taiwan on 
August 18, 1945? 

Answer: Yes. After lunch there 
was an emergency call from the 
military airport, saying there 


had been a plane accident and 
that there were several 
casualties. And that they were 
being sent to the hospital, so we 
should stand by and be ready to 
attend to them. 

Q: What time of the day was 
this? 

A: May be it was around two 
o'clock. I remember we had just 
had lunch. So it must have been 
around one or two o'clock. 


A: Mr Chandra Bose was 
carried to the hospital in a truck, 
with other patients- He was then 
lifted by eight or ten people, 
soldiers and nurses, to a room. 
His entire body was burnt. The 
colour of his skin was like 
oxidized silver. His hair was 
completely burnt. We applied 
ointment on his skin, gave him a 
drip, a blood transfusion and 
sulphur drugs to prevent 


omiya told me this was Mr 
Chandra Bose, a very important 
person, and that I should save 
his life at any cost- That's how 1 
knew who he was. 

Q: What else do you 
remember? 

A: He was in severe pain, but 
he never complained at any 
time. However, he asked for 
water to drink — in Japanese — 
saying ‘mizu, mizu* many times. 


very few words. 

Q: As a doctor, what chance of 
survival did you give him? 

A: Frankly speaking, I thought 
it was almost impossible. His 
bums were third-degree bums 
and widespread. And in those 
days, medical technology was 
such that if anyone had 
third-degree burns over more 
than one-third of the body, he 
would normally have no chance. 


INTERVIEW WITH THE DOCTOR WHO ATTENDED ON SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


Q: What was the name of the 
hospital you were working at? 

A: It was the Taihoku Army 
hospital, South Gate Annexe. 
And I was in charge of it. I was 
then a Colonel in the Japanese 
Army, 

Q: If you treated Subhas 
Chandra Bose, can you recall in 
what condition he was brought 
to the hospital and what medical 
efforts ^were made to save his 
life? 


,V' 
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infection. 

Q; Was he conscious? 

A: Yes, he was conscious. 

Q: Since the patient had 
suffered serious burn injuries, 
including perhaps on his face — 
and since in any case Subhas 
Chandra Bose had features re- 
sembling an east Asian — what 
made you sure that the person 
you were treating was indeed 
him? 

A: A Lieutenant called Non- 


,ir 


He passed away before 
midnight, possibly before 11 
p.m. 

Q; Was Subhas Chandra Bo- 
se's ADC, Colonel Habibur 
Rahman, present at the bedside 
when he passed away? 

A: Yes, that’s correct. There 
was some conversation between 
the two. I couldn't . make out 
what they were saying as they 
were speaking in an Indian 
language. But Mr Bose spoke 


It was almost certain he would 
die. I instantly recognized this 
the moment I saw him. 

Q: Did you write the death 
certificate? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you write the name of 
Chandra Bose in the 
certificate? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Could you have written the 
name Tshiko Okura* in the 
certificate in place of Chandra 


\ 


Bose? 

A: Never wrote a certificate in 
the name of Ishiko Okura, This 
is the first time I have heard this 
name. 

When it became obvious to Dr 
Yoshimi that Netaji was sinking, 
he spoke to him through an 
interpreter, Yoshikazu 

Nakamura. This is how the. 
conversation is reported. 

Dr Yoshimi; What can I do for 
you? 

Netaji: My men (those of the 
provisional Government of Azad 
Hind and the Azad Hind Fauj) 
will come later. Please take care 
of them. How is the condition of 
Lieutenant-General Shidei (whir 
was on the same flight as Netaji 
and died instantaneously)? I feel 
as if blood is rushing to my head. 

I would like to sleep a while* 
(At this stage,. Dr Yoshimi says 
he gave him an injection. Netaji 
fell asleep. After some time, he> J 
was no more.) 
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ranel sought to probe j 
into Netaji’s death 


CALCUTTA, Nov 19* — Fpr- supporting documents in the 
ward Bloc* leader, Mr Ashok Supreme Court to prove Subhas 
Ghosh has demanded constitu- 
tion of an kmuiry committee to 
probe the jteAi of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, following reason- 
able doubts on the leader's death 
in a plane crash at Taihoku on 
August 18 1945, reports UNI. 

He said here yesterday that his 
party never believed that Subhas 
Chandra Bose was still alive and 
would only seek a fair review of 
the episode* He said the former 
Prime Minister, Morarji Desai, 
had informed the Parliament on 
August 28, 1978 that many 
doubts had cropped up about 
the death of Netaji and that the 
onus lied with the Union Gov- 
ernment to come out with the 
exact picture. 

Mr Ghosh said many new 
incidents had come to light after 
the break-up of the Soviet Union 
and recovery of reports stored in 
the afchives of some newly 
cqn$WM|d countries. He said 
Wnftm Gofternment should 
M H Kg n powered commit- 
the truth about his 
dea^JMpd the Centre should 
A|u s e the people by 
hr|t|^|i}h# ashes of Netaji, 
par^d^n the birth cente- 
narf year of the great leader of 
thg freedom movement 
He said the Government had 
earlier failed to provide enough 


never adopted a respectable 
attitude towards Netaji* Rather, 
he maintained, the ruling party 
at the Centre had tried to create 
confusion among the people*. 

Mr Ghosh claimed that the 
current attempt by the Union 
Government to bring Netaji’s 
ashes was to divert the people's 
mind from the truth. He said the 
people had a right to know the 
exact report about Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose. This had now become 
easier after the opening up of the 
erstwhile Soviet Um», 


He said the Government could 
unearth the truth if it constituted 
a high-powered committee to go 
into the reports, now available 
in the archives of some 
countries, he maintained that 
the Shahnawaz Khan Commis- 
sion and the Khosla Commission 
reports contained dissenting 
opinions and added that the 
issuS; should Be reviewed based 
kp other very relevant docu- 
tfrfcnts available in the archives 
of some countries* 





Vide his letter No. MOS/AMB/979/95 dated July 27, 1995, 
Ambassador had informed you that he had taken up with the Foreign Office 
the question of examination of all materials to finally determine whether 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had entered or stayed in the territory of the 
former Soviet Union in 1 945 and in subsequent years. We have now been 
informed by the Foreign Office vide their note No. 73/Yu A dated October 27, 
1995 that after thorough investigations of all concerned records, there is no 
information whatsoever of Netaji having stayed on the territory of the former 
Soviet Union in 1 945 and in subsequent years. The letter from Ambassador 
Kotov forwarding the note categorically asserts that " we can be sure that 
Netaji has never set foot on Russian soil" and that "extensive research can 
hardly leave any doubts" in this regard. A copy of Ambassador Kotov's 
letter and the Foreign Office note are enclosed. 



HJS. Mr. Ronen Sen 
Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 


«* 


Dear Ronen, 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Bose, Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 
facts. 

Unfortunately, I am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the subject of not the least importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Netaji 
has never set foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 
effect. 


«* 


Sincerely Yours, 



Yu. Kotov 


(Unofficial Translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy's note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
27 October 1 995 


Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 


MHHHCTEPCTBO MHOCTPAHHUX flEJI 
POCCHRCKOH qE^EPAUUM 

» 7 _ 3 _! K)A 


MHHHCTepCTBO KHOCTpaHHbIX POCCSlfiCKOfl $e,n,epaAKH 


CBHfleTejibCTByeT CBoe yBaseHHe flocojibCTBy PecnydjiHKH Mhahh b Mockb6 
h co cchjikoh Ha HOTy nocojibCTBa PSA/83/95 ot S7 hsojih 1995 ro,n,a 
nweeT ^ecTb coodmwTb, hto b pe3yjibTaTe nposefleHHOH npoBepKH no 
^OH^aM UeHTpajibHoro apxuBa ieflepajibHOM cjiyrnfin de3onacHOCTH Pocchh 
h PoccHHCKoro i^sHTpa xpaHeHHH Vl H3yyeHXH flonyMeHTOB HOBenuiefi 
HCToptm KaKHx-jmdo cBefleHHK o npedbiBaHHH Cydxaiu HaHflpa Boca b 
1945 rosy h nocjieAyioiUHe ro^bi Ha TeppHTOpHH dbiBiuero CCCP He 
BHHBJieHO . 

MHHHCTepCTBO nOJlb 3 yeTCfl CJiynaeM, *iTOdbl B030dH0BHTb HoCOJlbCTBy 
yBepeHHH- B cbo8m bhcokom yBajteHHM. 



nocojiLCTBy PEcnyBJiHKM m j\m 


r.MocKBa 


TEL: 5011716 
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TELEX/TELEFAX 

From : indembassy, Moscow 

To : EAM’s Office, New Delhi (11-3011 463) 

Shri D.B. Venkatesh Varma, APS to EAM from Minister (Pol) 

Faxed below is the letter No, 2/YuA of January 8, 1992, in its original 
Russian and rough translation, on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 




tanapsthr? - 
ifeter (Pol) 
13/10/96 
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{rough translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

No. 2/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to Inform that 
according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Neiaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1 945 and thereafter. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration 


Moscow 
8 January 1992 


Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow 


TEL : 361 1716 
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MKHHCTEPCTBO KHOCTPAHHUX flEJl 
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MKHHCTepcTBO MHOCTpaHHwx aeji PocCHflcKotf Geflepaiwtf 
CBH^eTeAbCTByeT CBoe yBa^eHHe flocojibCTBy PecnyCUHKM Mhbhm h, 
ccujiasct na HQ?y nocoj&CTBa ot 16 ceHTflOpn 1991 roaa, viMeei neCTb 
COOCE^Tb, WTO no aaHHUM IjeHTpaJEbHHX H peCnyGjlHKaHCKMX apXHBOB 
K 3 KHX' JIH 60 CBGSSHHft 0 npe&UBaHKM B COBGTCKOM COKS© B 1945 M 
nocjaeflywtwe ro£U ObiBiuero npeavweHTa MHjuftcKoro HauHOHGJibHoro 
Konrpecca HeTas»i CyCxaia Manispa Boca He HMeeTCH, 

MHHHCTepCTBO noJlB3VeTCH CJiywaeM, WTOGbl BO3O0HOBHTb 

IlocoJitcTEy yBepeHHH b cbocm bhcokom yBaxennn. 

" HHBapfl 1992 roaa 



nocoJibCTEy pEcmiWJi 

7 . MOCKBa 





ASHIS C 





'F-162 Malcha Marg 
New Delhi 1 - 110021. 


7ore/A/ G? t, 


5 'September, 1995* 


-7 - v- < 


R3Tce Course Road 
New Delhi. 


Shri P. V, Narasimha Rao 
''rime Minister of Iridia 


ie 1 




1 realise you are "eceiving conflicting signals on the Issue of 
Netaji's remains, And I do not wish to be a part of a pressure 
group one way or the other. 

Av~t 1 wish to submit is that my continuing research on the subject 
convinces that the best way forward is to do a DNA test, which 
■may pruvid. c-.: .elusive and incontrovert ible scientific evidence as 
to whether the ashes at Renkoji temple are Netaji's or not. I have 
spoken to expert on the subject; and he has no doubt that 
irrevocable proof can be obtained. 


, : nay " propose that an international team of experts, one of whom 
Ccxn. be from our DNA centre at Hyderabad, is entrusted with the Job, 
wiEJrtv. ccaet of observers drawn from the Bose family. Forward Bloc and 
suet like. 

You V>ave doubtless o.eed that last week a team of DNA experts 
est<\bU: 5 bed that remains regarding which there were doubts do indeeu 
b-eiong to Csar Nicholas. All we need *s. a blood sample from a 
jT.eLat.fve and hone particles from the ashes or a tooth (which is 
likely to exist in the urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji's 
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R^img, rtf P?E?f)-1 1 001 1 
FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-IIOOtt 



No . cls/*^ fa & 0 ( 'Mj 



19 June 1995 


Please refer to your letter No. 
F.1/12014/27/93-ISD. Ill dated .31 March, 1995 and 
subsequent letter of even number- dated 6 June, 
1995 from Special Secretary, Shri V.K.Jain 
regarding the remains of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose . 


2. As suggested by you, we have consulted our 
Ambassador in Tokyo and would like to convey the 
following information : 


£ 


i) Present arrangements: The ashes are 
cu rrently kept, in an urn on the, right "side of the 
main altar in the Renkojl Temple ~l.n the^ outs k irts 
( but witnin the cltyj of Tokyo * The Shrine is 
looked after By Rev. Vasufuml Mochizuki whose 
father was the priest of the shrine earlier and 
had personally brought the ashes from Taipei 
about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the 
occasion of Netaji's death anniversary on August 
18, a memorial service is held which is attended 
by close associates of Netaji and representatives 
of the Embassy. A list of these associates is 
attached. It would be noticed that the youngest 
is 55 years old while the oldest is 88 years old. 


ii) Security: Like in all Shrines in Japan, 
the_re i s n o s ecurity ex cept wh at i s ensured - by 

th e reverence and T ^spe ct showTi b y t h e J a pan e s e 

towards religious places. The -door is normally 
kept closed though there is no guarantee that it 
is always locked. ‘ Nobody has ever felt the need 
to lock it. The normal practice is that whenever 
anybody wants to visit the Shrine, the priest is 
informed and is present during the visit. It 
might be stressed that -the__ Shrine is n ot 
exclusively^'devoted to the ash es o f NetaTI~~and 

is vTsirted by worshi pper s ^Vho have not 

riecess'aFidr y com er- to pa y r ~respect to the^gsHes';^ 


\ 


Contd. , . . 2/“ 


Any request .^rom us to strengthen security is 
not likely to be received kindly as this is a 
place of worship open to all. Furthermore, any 
suggestion from us that security should be 
stepped up could well revive the occasional 
suggestions from the Japanese that- we should take 
the ashes to India. 

. r 

iii) Pressure for removal of ashes to India : 
Our Ambassador has the impression that such 
pressure as there is comes chiefly from the 
associates of Net a j i who are growing older and 
who feel a personal sense of responsibility for 
the ashes. They feel that after them there might 
be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even within the group, the main pressure 
is from the older members^ especially Mr. 
Hayashi, Secretary of the "Bose Academy". He is 
in poor health. The younger members seem to be 
quite willing to carry on the memorial service 
although they would all be happy to see Netaji 's 
ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony, Hayashi had said, at the memorial 
service on 18 August 1994, that that would be the 
last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist 
tradition ^an^ ^'.practice" . . It is not clear that 
there is *'dify .rule for discontinuance of the 
memorial service after fifty years. In any case, 
the next Memorial Service is due on 18 August 
1995 and our Embassy has an impression that other 
members of the group might continue the practice. 

(iv) The Priest : Discussions with the 
priest, Rev. Mochizuki, show that he is quite 
happy to carry on the work of looking after the 
ashes. The presence of the ashes gives his 
temple some additional importance and some 
additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that 
we donate annually for its upkeep . It might be 
desirable to increase this contribution, perhaps 
to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67.782 at this month's 
official exchange rate) . Last year, Rev. 
Mochizuki told our Embassy that he has absolutely 
no problem in continuing this work. He also said 
that his father received the ashes with the 
blessings of the Governments of Japan and India 
and that he has no intention of doing anything 
without the full consultation and approval of 
these two Governments. 

(v) reign Office ; The Foreign Office has 
occasion. /’"raised this matter with us and has 
asked whe^ner, in view of the * forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming 


centenary of his birth ( 23rd _ Jqrugtary , 1997), we 

propose to take the ashes back to. India. This 
has been more in the nature of an enquiry than a 
suggestion. But we know that some members of 
Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. 
Ashis Ray of CNN, who is the son of Netaji's 
elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago 
and had met officials at the Foreign Office. 
Ms, Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions 
with other members of the family and had been in 
touch with the Japanese Ambassador in Delhi in 
February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Mr. Hayashi. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would- do 
anything without consulting us and seeking our 
concurrence. In fact, they never raised the 
matter with us till the visit of Ashis Ray., 

3. Our Ambassador feels that Netaji's ashes 

seem to be housed in an adequate manner but, as 
is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any deliberate attempt to 
create problems. If any specific or concrete 
threat can be ''’pointed out, the Japanese side 
will provide security, but it’ + cahnot be judged 
without making the request whether a general 
call to strengthen security’ will bring 

compliance . It should be noted that the ashes 
have been kept for the last fifty years without 
any problem. While the Japanese will be happier 
if the ashes were taken to India, there does not 
seem to be any reason for precipitate action to 
move the ashes. This assessment by the Embassy 
is based on oblique, informal and discreet 
enquiries since direct questioning might create 
the impression that GOI is planning on some 

action. 

4. As regards contingency plans, these can 

be drawn up once the type of contingency is 
known. In case the ashes are removed from the 

temple but not returned to India, the only 

location for housing them would be the Embassy. 
Suitable facilities would then need to be 

constructed for adequate security as well as for 
public disp' y of the ashes in a manner 

consistent h the necessary respect and 

reverence. .In the event of a sudden 

unforeseeable ' ‘contingency, it would be possible 
to lock- up the ashes in the strong Room in the 
Embassy. ■ In either eventuality, the implication 
would be formal acceptance by GO± that these 


ashes are indeed of Netaji'sT . TtC Is not possible 
to cover contingencies such as natural calamities 
or social unrest since these are difficult to 
foresee and provide for. 

5 . Our Ambassador feels , and we agree , that the 
most desirable solution might be for a consensus 
to be reached in India for the ashes to be 
brought back with full honour and ceremony. Till 
that becomes possible, the best option may be to 
continue the status quo as long as possible 
despite such inadequacies as have been observed 
over the last fifty years. 



Yours sincerely 



( S . Haidar ) 


Shri K. Padmanabhaiah 
Home Secretary , t 
N orth Block, 

New Delhi. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . 

Mr . 

t: 

Abe 

{ 76 > 

2 . 

Mr . 

S. 

Abu ray a 

( 7 2 > 

3 . 

Mr . 

Y. 

I sh i kawa ( 74 ) 

4 . 

Ms . 

S . 

I keda 

(71 > 

5 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Inoue 

(76) 

*-6. 

Mr . 

J. 

Iwahar^ 

(77) 

7 . 

Mr . 

S . 

Okuda 

(72) 

0. 

Mr. 

H. 

Ohyashi ki 

. (73) 

9. 

Mr . 

Y* 

Kanatomi 

(03) 

10 . 

Ms . 

C. 

Tsukamotc 

>(68) 

11 . 

Ms. 

F. 

Tadokoro 

(73) 

12 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Kuwaba r a 

(70) 

13 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Neg i sh i 

(00) 

14 . 

Mr . 

C. 

Fuji i 

(76) 

15 . 

Mr . 

K. 

Maeda 

(02) 

16 . 

Ms . 

K. 

Matsushima(69 

17 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Shimoda 

(73) 

18, 

Mr . 

K. 

Sakem i 

(74) 

19 . 

j Mr . 

K. 

Mur ata 

(76) 

20 . 

Mr . 

K. 

Mochi zuki 

(55) 
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21 . 

Mr , 

M. 

Hayash i 

(02) 


05-28 Naganuwa-machi , Hachi mo j i -sh i 

7- 19-5 Joyo Koto-ku 

1101-13-8-2, Azabu 10 fan, Minato-ku 

8- 23-4, Shimomeguro Meguro-ku 

9- 24-2, Syonandai , Fujizawa-shi 

5C Nakamine Mansion 27-2-5, Akasaka, 
Minato-ku 

25-21-2, Nishi Aiabu, Minato-ku 1 
902-11-54-3 Wada Suginami-ku 

5- 54-3 I zumi-machi , Suginami-ku 

it ft #i 

w 

^-47-1 Arakawa, Arakawa-ku 
12-29-2 Shirayuri I zumu-ku , Yokohama 

6- 0-5 Narita Higashi, Suginami-ku 
12-9-1 Tsuga Wakafa-ku, Chiba-shi 
30-1 Higashi Shirunachi / Itawashi-ku 

>606-10-1-5 Minami Aoyama , Minato-ku 
6-19-5 Inamuragasaki , Kamakura-shi 
Co-Tateishi, 7-2373 Ohyaguchi ; Uraavfa- 
shi 

1101-6-11-3 Itobashi-ku 
20-30-3 Wada Suginami-ku 
(Renkoji Temple) 1 

3000 Nofprito Tama-ku , Kamasaki-shi 
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19 June 1995 


Dear 



1 


Please refer to 


your letter No 


F. 1/12014/27/93 ~ISD. Ill dated 31 March, 1995 and 
subsequent letter of even number dated 6 June, 
1995 from Special Secretary, Shri V.K.Jain 
regarding the remains of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose . 

2. As suggested by you, we have consulted our 
Ambassador in Tokyo and would like to convey the 
following information : 


i) Present arrangements: The ashes are 
currently kept in an urn on the right side of the 
main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the outskirts 
( but within the city) of Tokyo. The Shrine is 
looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki whose 
father was the priest of the shrine earlier and 
had personally brought the ashes from Taipei 
about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the 
occasion of Netaji's death anniversary on August 
18, a memorial service is held which is attended 
by close associates of Netaji and representatives 
of the Embassy. A list of these associates is 
attached. It would be noticed that the youngest 
is 55 years old while the oldest is 88 years old. 


ii) Security: Like in all Shrines in Japan, 
there is no security except what is ensured by 
the reverence and respect shown by the Japanese 
towards religious places. The door is normally 
kept closed though there is no guarantee that it 
is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need 
to lock it. The normal practice is that whenever 
anybody wants to visit the Shrine, the priest is 
informed and is present during the visit. It 
might be stressed that the Shrine is not 
exclusively devoted to the ashes of Netaji and 
is visited by worshippers who have not 
necessarily come to pay respect to the ashes. 


Contd. ... 2/- 


Any request from us to strengthen security is 
not likely to be received kindly as this is a 
place of worship open to all. Furthermore, any 
suggestion from us that security should be 
stepped up could well revive the occasional 
suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India. 

i i i ) Pressure for removal of ashes to India: 
Our Ambassador has the impression that such 
pressure as there is comes chiefly from the 
associates of Neta j i who are growing older and 
who feel a personal sense of responsibility for 
the ashes. They feel that after them there might 
be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even within the group, the main pressure 
is from the older members, especially Hr. 
Hayashi, Secretary of the "Bose Academy". He is 
in poor health. The younger members seem to be 
quite willing to carry on the memorial service 
although they would all be happy to see Netaji's 
ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony. Hayashi had said, at the memorial 
service on 18 August 1994, that that would be the 
last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist 
tradition and practice". It is not clear that 
there is any rule for discontinuance of the 
memorial service after fifty years. In any case, 
the next Memorial Service is due on 18 August 
1995 and our Embassy has an impression that other 
members of the group might continue the practice. 

(iv) The Priest : Discussions with the 
priest, Rev. Mochizuki, show that he is quite 
happy to carry on the work of looking after the 
ashes. The presence of the ashes gives his 
temple some additional importance and some 
additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that 
we donate annually for its upkeep . It might be 
desirable to increase this contribution, perhaps 
to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67.782 at this month's 
official exchange rate) . Last year, Rev. 
Mochizuki told our Embassy that he has absolutely 
no problem in continuing this work. He also said 
that his father received the ashes with the 
blessings of the Governments of Japan and India 
and that he has no intention of doing anything 
without the full consultation and approval of 
these two Governments. 

(v) Foreign Office : The Foreign Office has 
occasionally raised this matter with us and has 
asked whether, in view of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming 


centenary of his birth ( 23rd ^JqjD 43 a ry, 1997) , we 
propose to take the ashes back to India. This 
has been more in the nature of an enquiry than a 
suggestion. But we know that some members of 
Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. 
Ashis Ray of CNN, who is the son of Netaji's 
elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago 
and had met officials at the Foreign Office. 
Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions 
with other members of the family and had been in 
touch with the Japanese Ambassador in Delhi in 
February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Mr. Hayashi. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do 
anything without consulting us and seeking our 
concurrence. In fact, they never raised the 
matter with us till the visit of Ashis Ray. 

3. Our Ambassador feels that Netaji's ashes 

seem to be housed in an adequate manner but, as 
is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any deliberate attempt to 
create problems. If any specific or concrete 
threat can be pointed out, the Japanese side 
will provide security, but it cannot be judged 
without making the request whether a general 
call to strengthen security will bring 

compliance . It should be noted that the ashes 
have been kept for the last fifty years without 
any problem. While the Japanese will be happier 
if the ashes were taken to India, there does not 
seem to be any reason for precipitate action to 
move the ashes. This assessment by the Embassy 
is based on oblique, informal and discreet 
enquiries since direct questioning might create 
the impression that GOI is planning on some 

action. 

4. As regards contingency plans, these can 

be drawn up once the type of contingency is 
known. In case the ashes are removed from the 

temple but not returned to India, the only 

location for housing them would be the Embassy. 
Suitable facilities would then need to be 

constructed for adequate security as well as for 
public display of the ashes in a manner 

consistent with the necessary respect and 
reverence. In the event of a sudden 

unforeseeable contingency, it would be possible 
to lock up the ashes in the Strong Room in the 
Embassy. In either eventuality, the implication 
would be formal acceptance by GOI that these 


ashes are indeed of Netaji's' ’"It is not possible 
to cover contingencies such as natural calamities 
or social unrest since these are difficult to 
foresee and provide for. 

5. Our Ambassador feels, and we agree, that the 
most desirable solution might be for a consensus 
to be reached in India for the ashes to be 
brought back with full honour and ceremony. Till 
that becomes possible, the best option may be to 
continue the status quo as long as possible 
despite such inadequacies as have been observed 
over the last fifty years. 



Yours sincerely, 



( S . Haidar ) 


Shri K. Padmanabhaiah, 
Home Secretary, 

North Block, 

New Delhi. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETAJI SOBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . Mr . T. Abe ( 76) 

2. Mr. S. Aburaya (72) 

3. Mr. Y. I shikawa (74) 

4. Ms. S. Ikeda (71) 

5. Mr. T. Inoue (76) 

6. Mr. J. Iwahara (77) 

Mr. S. Okuda (72) 
. Mr. H . Ohyashiki ( 73 ) 
Mr. Y. Kanatomi ( 63 ) 

10. Ms. C . Tsukamoto( 68) 

11. Ms. F.Tadokoro (73) 

12. Mr. T.Kuwabara (76) 

13. Mr. T. Meg i shi (88) 

14. Mr. C.Fujii (76) 

15. Mr. K.Maeda (82) 

16. Ms. K . Matsushima(69 

17. Mr. T.Shimoda (73) 

18. Mr. K.Sakemi (74) 

19. ,Mr. K . Mu rata (76) 

20. Mr. K . Mochi zuki ( 55 ) 

pkiEsr. 

21. Mr. M.Hayashi (82) 

SECRETARY 


65-28 Naganuma-mach i , Hach imo j i -sh i 

7- 19-5 Joyo Koto-ku 

1101-13-8-2, Azabu 10 fan, Minato-ku 

8- 23-4, Shimomeguro Meguro-ku 

9- 24-2, Syonandai , Fuj i zawa-shi 

5C Nakamine Mansion 27-2-5, Akasaka, 
Mina t o-ku 

25-21-2, Nishi Azabu, Minato-ku 
902-11-54-3 Wada Suginami-ku 

5- 54-3 I zuirii -iriachi , Suginami-ku 

il ll ll 

8-47-i Arakawa, Arakav;a^ku 
12-29-2 Shirayur i I zumu-ku , Yokohama 

6- 0-5 Marita Higashi, Suginami-ku 
12-9-1 Tsuga Wakafa-ku t Chiba-shi 
30-1 Higashi Shinmachi, I tawashi-ku 

>606-10-1-5 Minami Aoyama , Minato-ku 
6-19-5 Inaniuragasak i , Kaniakur a -shi 
Co-Tateishi, 7-2373 Ohyaguchi , Uraawa- 
shi 

1101-6-11-3 I tobashi-ku 
20-30-3 Wada Suginami-ku 
£ Renko j i Temple > 

3000 Moforito Tama-ku, Kamasaki-shi 





No. TOK/ 102/2/ 92 

ambassador 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 

June 10, 1995 
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My dear 




i^A>v 


Kindly refer to your letter no. 576/FS/95 dated 3rd April, 1 995. 

I have taken some time to reply as we wanted to study the situation 
thoroughly, have some informal discussions with the various people involved 
and make an assessment of the points mentioned in your letter. I would 
sum up the position as follows: 

2. Present arrangements: The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the 
right side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the outskirts (but within 
the city) of Tokyo. The Shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had personally brought 
the ashes from Taipei about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the occasion 
of Netaji's death anniversary on August 1 8, a memorial service is held which 
is attended by close associates of Netaji and representatives of the 
Embassy. A list of these associates is attached. It would be noticed that the 
youngest is 68 years old while the eldest is eighty eight. 

3. Security: Like in all Shrines in Japan, there is no security except what 
is ensured by the reverence and respect shown by Japanese towards 
religious places. The door is normally kept closed though there is no 
guarantee that it is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need to do so. 
The normal practice is that whenever anybody wants to visit the Shrine the 
priest is informed and is present during the visit. It might be stressed that 
this Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the ashes of Netaji and there are 
worshippers who have not necessarily come to pay respect to the ashes. 
I might mention that any request from us to beef up security is not likely to 
be received kindly as this is a place of worship open to all. Furthermore, 
any suggestion from us that security should be stepped up could well revive 
the occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take the ashes 
to India. 


4. "Pressure" for removal of the ashes to India: In the past there has 
been an impression that there is growing pressure from the Japanese to take 
the ashes to India. My impression is that this so called pressure comes 
more from the associates of Netaji who are getting older and who feel a 
personal sense of responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even 
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among this group the main "pressure" for Netaji's ashes to go back to India 
is from the older members, especially Mr Hayashi, who is the Secretry of the 
"Bose Academy" and is in poor health. At the memorial service on 18th 
August last year he is reported to have said that that would be the last 
memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist traditions and practice" (as far 
as we are aware, there is no such hard and fast rule of discontinuing 
memorial services after 50 years). He has also made suggestions on some 
other occasions that we should consider taking the ashes to India. At the 
same time, the younger members seem to be quite willing to carry on the 
memorial service although they would all be happy to see Netaji's ashes 
repatriated to India with due honour and ceremony. A note recorded by 
Minister (Consular) after attending the Memorial Service on August 18, 
1994 is enclosed. We are trying to ascertain informally from various 
members of the group if they will be organising a memorial service this 
coming August 18. Our impression is that they propose to continue this 
practice. I would welcome your guidance on whether we should try to play 
an active role in this regard or merely let the members of the group decide. 

5. The Priest: Our discussions with the priest, Rev. Mochteuki show that 
he is quite happy to carry on the work of looking after the ashes. The 
presence of the ashes gives his temple some additional importance and 
some additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that we donate annually 
for the upkeep of the temple. I feel it might be desirable to increase his 
motivation and interest by increasing this contribution occasionally. I would 
suggest that next year we may increase it to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67,782 
at this month's official exchange rate). Further increases can be considered 
occasionally. Rev. Mochizuki told our Minister (Consular), who looks after 
this matter, that he has absolutely no problem in continuing this work. He 
also said that his father received these ashes with the blessings of the 
Governments of Japan and India and that he has no intention of doing 
anything without full consultation and approval of these two governments. 

6. Foreign Office: The Foreign Office has occasionally raised this matter 
with us and have asked whether, in view of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming centenary of his birth 
(23rd January, 1 997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been asked more in the nature of an enquiry than a suggestion. But we 
know that some members of Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. Ashis Ray of CNN, who is 
the son of Netaji's elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago and had 
met the Foreign Office and Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
purported German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other 
members of the family and had been in touch with the Japanese 
Ambassador in Delhi in February 95. She had also written to some 
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associates of Netaji including Mr. Hayashi. I doubt if the Foreign Office 
would do anything without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. In 
fact they never raised the matter with us till the visit of Mr. Ashis Ray. 

7. Assessment: To sum up, Netaji's ashes seem to be housed in an 
adequate manner but, as is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any one who might deliberately wish to create problems. 
Any request to beef up security is not likely to be received kindly but 
whether they will comply or not can only be known if we were to make 
such a request or make specific enquiries. My assessment is that if we can 
point to any specific or concrete threat, they will provide security. But we 
need to keep in mind the fact that these arrangements without any provision 
for security have continued for the last fifty years without any problems and 
unless we have any specific reasons for asking for a change any request is 
likely to raise eyebrows. 

8. While the Japanese will be happier if the ashes were taken to India, 

I do not see anything on the horizon which might result in any pressure on 
us to move the ashes in a precipitate manner. This, however, is based on 
oblique, informal and very discreet enquiries as any open questions by us in 
this regard are likely to create the impression that we are planning on doing 
something. 

9. As regards contingency plans, we would need to know the exact type 
of contingency that we are planning for. If it involves a situation where the 
ashes need to be removed from the temple {which is not foreseen at the 
moment) and where their return to India is not possible, the only possibility 
I foresee is to bring them to the Embassy. The Embassy does not, however, 
have any specific arrangements for public display of these ashes in a manner 
which is consistent with the present atmoshpere of respect and reverence. 
Suitable facilities would need to be constructed with provision for adequate 
security. This could take considerable time. Should a contingency arise 
suddenly, along with a need for greater security, the only viable option for 
the short term would be to keep the ashes locked up in a strong room in the 
Embassy. I should point out, however, that bringing the ashes to the 
Embassy would effectively imply a formal acceptance by the Government 
of India that these ashes are those of Netaji, which, if my understanding is 
right, could create its own problems. 

1 0. The ultimate solution is clearly for a consensus to be reached in India 
for the ashes to go back to India with full honour and ceremony. Till that 
becomes possible, the best option would seem to be to continue the status- 
quo as long as possible. I must, however, stress the point that the present 
arrangements do not provide for any security and that, while no guarantees 


are possible, these arrangements have continued without any problems for 
the last fifty years. 

11. In the above analysis I have not covered such contingencies as 
natural calamities like earthquake and fire, which would be difficult to 
provide for, and riots or social unrest which are not very common here. 
There is a clear trade off between complete safety and security and public 
access to Netaji's ashes. 



Yours sincerely. 



(Kuldip Sahtiev) 


Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4. 

5 . 

6 . 


10 
1 1 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


Mr . 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Ms . 
Mr . 
Mr . 

Mr . 

Mr 

Mr 

Ms 

Ms 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Ms 


T. Abe (76) 

S. Aburaya (72) 
Y, Ishikawa(74) 

S. Ikeda (71) 

T. Inoue (76) 
J. Iwahara (77) 


S. Okuda (72) 
H . Ohy a shiki(73) 
Y. Kanatomi ( 83 ) 
C . Tsukamoto ( 60 ) 
F.Tadokoro (73) 

T. Kuwabara (78) 
T.Negishi (60) 
C . Fuji i (76) 
K.Maeda (82) 
K . Mat sushima( 69 


17. 

Mr . 

T . Shi mo da 

(73) 

18. 

Mr . 

K . Sakemi 

(74) 

19. 

Mr . 

K, Murata 

(76) 

20 . 

Mr . 

K . Mochi zuki ( 55 ) 
PRIEST. 

21 . 

Mr . 

M . Hayashi 

SEckETAR-Y 

(82) 


85-28 Naganuma-iaachi .Hachimo ji-shi 

7- 19-5 Joyo Koto-ku 

1101-13-8-2, Azabu 10 fan, Minato-ku 

8- 23-4, Shimomeguro Meguro-ku 

9- 24-2, Syonandai , Fuj i zawa-shi 

5C Nakamine Mansion 27-2-5, Akasaka, 
Minato-ku 

25-21-2, Nishi Azabu, Minato-ku 
902-11-54-3 Wada Sug inami -ku 

5- 54-3 Izumi-machi , Suginami-ku 

It ll |t 

8-47-1 Arakawa, Arakawa-ku 
12-29-2 Shirayuri I zumu-ku , Yokohama 

6- 0-5 Narita Higashi, Suginami-ku 
12-9-1 Tsuga Wakafa-ku, Chiba-shi 
30-1 Higashi Shinmachi , Itawashi-ku 

)6Q6-10-l-5 Minami Aoyama , Minato-ku 
6-19-5 Inamuragasaki , Kamakura-shi 
Co-Tateishi, 7-2373 Ohyaguchi , Uraawa- 
shi 

1101-6-11-3 Itobashi-ku 
20-30-3 Wada Suginami-ku 
(Renkoji Temple) 

3000 Noforito Tama-ku, Kamasaki-shi 


A 


On August 18, 1994, I attended the memorial service at the 

Renkoji Temple organised by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy 
to mark the 49th death anniversary of Netaji. The organisers 

called it the 50th memorial service as per the calculations in 
Buddhist tradition. The memorial service was held at 1 p.m. in 
the main temple and was conducted by Rev. Mochijuki, son of late 
Rev. Mochijuki who had received Netaji *5 ashes at this temple. 
In view o-f the announcement o-f the organisers made earlier that 
since the members o-f the Academy were getting old, this will be 
the last memorial service, about 70 persons attended the service 
as agai nst 50 1 ast year . After the concl us ion of the memor i al 
service at about 2 p.m., all the 70 persons moved to a hall where 
speeches were delivered by members of the Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy and other guests. The speeches mostly related to 
reminiscences of their association with Netaji and INA. Most of 
the members of the Academy had known Netaji personally and con- 
t i nue to be enamoured of his personal i ty and great virtues even 
today. Mr. M. Hayashi , Secretary of the Academy, stated in his 
speech that according to the Buddhist tradition and practice, 
50th memorial service will be the last one and from next year 
there will be no memorial service. He also stated that he was 
looking forward to the day when Netaji's ashes will be 
repatriated with honour to India. Some relatively younger mem- 
bers of the Academy, however, stated in their speeches that they 
would like to continue remembering Netaji. Towards the end of 
the function, 1 was also asked to speak a few words on this occa- 
sion. In a brief speech, I thanked Rev. Mochijuki, Mr. Hayashi 
and other functionaries of the Academy for organising the func- 
tion. I also hinted in my speech that though we were informed 
that most of the members of the Academy are old, I, in fact, 
found 1 ot of young spirit in most of them. 

2, Like previous year, the function was also attended by press 
reporters. One reporter from TV Asahi and two from Kyodo News 
Service were present. Their names are enclosed. J-. these three 
reporters, Takezumi Ban of Kyodo News Service had contacted me on 
phone on 17.8. 84 af ter noon and had asked a few questions. The 
questions related to the cause of Indian authorities' indecision 
in taking away the ashes from Renkoji Temple. I told him that 
the main hurdle was that some of the family members and friends 
still had doubts in their minds about the death of Netaji in the 
air crash on August 18, 1945. He further asked if Indian Em- 

bassy, Tokyo, would make some arrangement for holding the 
memorial service in view of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy's 
decision to discontinue this service from next year. I told them 
that once the doubts in the minds of relatives and friends of the 
Netaji were cleared, the entire question of taking care of 
Netaji ' s ashes and its repatriation could be decided. He asked 
some more guest ions about differences between Gandhi ji and Netaji 
0 and was informed that their goal was the same, i.e., freedom for 
India, but the difference was that Gandhi ji wanted to adopt non- 
violence as the means to achieve the goal whereas Netaji wanted 


1 


to achieve -freedom with force. Hidetashi Hara, Staff Reporter of 
Kyodo News Service, asked me some questions after the function on 
August 18, His first question was if Netaji was still respected 
in India. I told that Netaji is our national hero and his great 
qualities of dedication to his ideals and selfless sacrifice for 
the sake of his country continue to be respected and remembered 
even today. He further put a question that what would have been 
the present shape of India if Netaji was alive and returned to 
India after independence. I sidetracked the question by replying 
that one cannot possibly imagine history. He also focussed on 
the differences between Netaji and Gandhi ji and was given the 
reply on the same 1 i nes as to the f ormer correspondent . The 
Asahi TV representative, though introduced herself to me, did not 
come up with any question. They covered the entire function 
which will be televised on channel 10 on a day to be fixed later. 
The coverage on this year's memorial service is yet to appear in 
the press. 

3. During my informal talks with the members of the Academy, I 
gathered that they have almost decided to carry on this memorial 
service in future also. While they are keen that Netaji ' s ashes 
shoul d be r epatri ated to India wi th honour , they nurture the 
memories of Netaji with great love and respect. Mr. Hayashi's 
announcement (Secretary of the Academy) during his speech that 
this year's ceremony was the last memorial service, effectively 
meant that he himself desired to be relinquished of this respon- 
sibility. Other members, younger than Mr. Hayashi (Mr. 
Futaranosuke Nagoshi, former Professor of Takachiho University 
located near Netaji Academy, Mr. Kawamura, who was formerly run- 
ning a Public Accounts Office and Mr. Okuda, Managing Director, 
Saudi Arab Airlines, Tokyo) are, however , keen to take over this 
responsibility and carry on the memorial service. 

Submitted for information. 


(Bhushan Jain) 
Mini ster (C) 
22.08.94 



Ambassador- 






TELEFAX 


frfcr Tf f^ft-1 10011 

FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


June 7, 1995 


From: Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Tokyo 

Ambassador from FS 


Please refer my letter No. 5761/FS/95 dated 3 
April 1995 regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Grateful if you could expedite reply^ 



J ' ( [ivv 

{S. Haidar) 
Foreign Secretary 
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V.K.JAiN 

SPECIAL SECRETARY 

Phone: 301 2037 






Dear 


Shri 


D. O. No. 1/12014/ 27/9 3-ISl D. Ill) 

C«7^y sj> 0 

*TTR STTTK n /O) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ** 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New Delhi-110001, the 
June ^^”,1995. 


Please refer to the Home ‘secretary 's letter No. 
1/1201 5/27/93-IS(D. Ill) dated 31st March, 1995 regarding the 
question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

2. I would be grateful if you could seek a detailed 

report from our Tokyo Mission and send it to this Ministry 
with your comments. This would enable us to decide on the 
future course of action. 


Shri Salman Haider, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI 


Yours sincerely. 


( V.K 
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flfor iT^m, *f fe*?M 10011 


FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTF_RNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHM 1001 1 


N o .S' 7&! / FS/ 9 5 


My dear Ambassa 



3 April 1995 


The Union Cabinet had considered on 8th 
February, 1995 the question of bringing the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. While deferring a final decision, Cabinet 
directed that the dependability of the arrangements in 
Japan should be properly examined and that a 
contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remain should be drawn up and that our Ambassador in 
Tokyo be specifically requested to look into these 
aspects. 

2. Before further action is taken, please send 

us a detailed report on present arrangements, the 
necessary changes required in the upkeep facilities 
and what manner of interaction and discussions with 
various authorities in Japan are required to ensure an 
appropriate follow up of the Cabinet decision. 

J)\\ (jC mI ) 


Shri K. Sahdev 
Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Yours sincerely, 



( S. Haidar ) 






K . PADMANABHAIAH 


D.O. No. F. 1/1 2014 /27/93-ISD. Ill 
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HOME SECRETARY 
^TTTrf ?rWtT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 




Dear SjL^, 


March ^£%1995 

3 1 mar ISSS 


The Union Cabinet had considered on 8th 
February , 1995 the question of brining the mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 
While deferring a final decision, Cabinet directed that 
* the dependability of the arrangements in Japan should be 

properly examined and that a contingency plan for the 
proper upkeep of the mortal remain should be drawn up 
and that our Ambassador in Tokyo be specifically 
requested to look into these aspects. Before taking 
further action in this regard, we would like to be 
advised by our Ambassador in Tokyo as to the present 
arrangements, the necessary changes required in the 
upkeep facilities and what manner of interaction and 
discussions with various authorities in Japan are 
required to ensure an appropriate follow up of the 
Cabinet decision. 



2. I should be grateful if you seek a detailed 

report from our Tokyo Mission and send it to MHA with 
your comments to enable us to decide on the further line 
of action. 



Yours sincerely, 



L ■ kji 


(K. PADMANABHAIAH) 



Shri Salman Haider, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI 




I TJie' undersigned is directed to circulate herewith the 

/miputes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 8th February, 1995. 
ase Nos. 40/6/95 to/45/6/95). 



Deputy Secret 
Tele 


Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
Secretary to the Prime Minister. 



M.^Kao) 

;o the Cabinet. 
3015802 


r 


Copy, with a copy of the relevant minutes, forwarded to the 
following, in respect of cases(s) mentioned against each:- 





Secretary, Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting . 

Secretary, Department of Industrial 

Development. 

Secretary, Ministry of Science and 

Technology . 

Secretary, Department of Eduacation. 
Foreign Secretary. 

Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 


( 

{ 

( 

(Case No. 40 

( 

( 

( 

(Case Nos. 40 
( and 44 


A f 

J ,y-<* 
v - /ef 'fcffb 


Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs. (Case Nos. 40, 41 

( and 45 


Finance Secretary. 

Secretary, Department of Revenue. 


(Case Nos. 40, 42 
( and 43 

(Case No. 40 and 43 


Secretary, Ministry of Personnel, Public (Case Nos. 41 

Grievances and Pensions. ( and 43 


Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas. 


(Case No. 42 

( 
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Secretary, Ministry of Surface Transport (Case No. 43 
Secretary, Department of Expenditure, (Case No. 43 
Secretary, Department of Jammu & Kashmir (Case No^5 




[7M.>;ao) 

Deputy Secr eta ry^ to the Cabinet. 


SECRET 






COPY NO. ^ 


Vf 

N0.6/CM/95 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 1200 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
8TH FEBRUARY, 1995 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 44/6/95 


Item 5 


Proposal to bring the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India . 


la memm 

1 


*GSH* 


3 


copies . 


SECRET 



No. 6 /CM/ 9 5 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 12 00 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
8TH FEBRUARY, 1995 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No .40/6/95 


Item 1 


Publication of foreign newspapers 
periodicals in India- Review 
Government's policy as contained in 
Cabinet Decision of 1955. 


and 

of 

the 




*GSH* 

copies 
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IMMEDIATE 
COPY NO . V 

No . 6 / CM/ 9 5 ( i ii ) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 

CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 



T-4>~7 Jfi/^ 


Vk 


NEW DELHI, the Tth February, 1995 . 

l^f-Magha, 1916 (S) 


v 


The following will constitute additional item on the agenda 
for the meeting of the Cabinet scheduled to be held at 1145 
hours , on Wednesday , the 8th February , 1995 in the Conference 
Room (No. 155) South Block, New Delhi : - 



5. 


To 


SUBJECTS 


Proposal to bring the mortal MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS , 

remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from Japan to India. 

(Note dated 2.2.1995 (CD-92/95) 

from the Ministry of Home 

Affairs, attached) . 


Dep 



Cabinet , 


Tele : 3015802 


Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
Secretary to the Prime Minister. 


Copy, with enclosure, forwarded for information to the 
following 

Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. (Sponsoring) . 

Foreign Secretary . 


Deputy 



/ 1 

'to the cabinet. 




*GSH* 


TOP SECRET 


l Copies. 





No -1/12014/27/93— IS. (D. Ill) 

' 92 -“95 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

|T'‘ — -** — tr - -*-■ 

NOTE FOR THE CABINET 

Subject : - Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Nefcaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

The mortal remains of Netaji are now kepet in the 
Bose Academy in Tokyo. The Bose Academy members are 
reportedly thinking of disbanding the Academy and having the 
last memorial service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death. Because of this and also 
since the birth centenary of Netaji is <Jue in 1997, the 
issue of what action is to be taken regarding the mortal 
remains of Netaji has now acquired some urgency. There has 
been wide media coverage in Japan focusing on the concern 
expressed by the war veterans of the Academy over the 
Government of India's lack of interest in taking the ashes 
to India. If no decision is taken in 1995, India may be 
asked by the Bose Academy to take charge of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. It would not be possible for India to 
refuse to take possession of the mortal remains. Therefore, 
a decision is required to be taken well in advance as to 
what is to be done with these mortal remains. \ 

i 

Background 

2. Netaji's death is an issue surcharged with emotion. 
The issue of whether he actually died in the plane crash of 
10th August, 1945 at Taihoku has been questioned by some 
individuals and organisations. 

3. In response to public demand. Government of India 
appointed an Inquiry Committee in April, 1956 to ascertain 
the circumstances concerning Netaji's death in an air crash. 
The Committee comprised S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
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Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji) and 
S.N.Maitra, former Chief Commissioner of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. The Committee, by a majority of 2 : 1 , 
came to the conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash 
at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 18th August, 1945. shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose disagreed with this conclusion and submitted 
a dissenting report. Although the report of the 
Committee was considerably devalued by Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose's dissent, the majority report was accepted 
by the Government. 

4 * The controversy over the disappearance of Netaji 
persisted. Rumours about Netaji’s survival and subsequent 
disappearance kept cropping up. In response to a demand 
for fresh inquiry by a number of MPs belonging to 
different political parties, the Government of India 
appointed a one-man Commission of Inquiry in July, 1970. 
Justice G.D.Khosla, retired Chief Justice of Punjab High 
Court, was asked to "inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to disappearance of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose and make a report to the Central 
Government". The Commission visited Japan, Burma, 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan 
and examined 224 witnesses (including 100 examined 
abroad) . A large number of files and documents produced 
before the Commission were examined. The Commission 
arrived at the same conclusion that Netaji died in the 
air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The Cabinet 
considered this report and accepted the findings. The 
report of the Commission, alongwith the Memorandum of 
Action taken thereon was laid on the Table of both the 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

5. Shri Samar Guha moved a motion in Lok Sabha on 3rd 
August, 1977 urging Government to set up a three-man 
Commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the 
mystery of the disappearance of Netaji. The discussion 
on the motion was inconclusive. It was, however, found 
that the point raised by Shri Guha in his speech in the 
House had been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the 
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context of the Khosla Commission's findings and no fresh 
grounds requiring further investigation by a new 
Commission had been advanced by him. The matter was, 
therefore, placed before the CCPA with the following 
proposals:- j 


"The issue of Netaji's death and bringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. We have 
already had two enquiries on the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It has already been 
accepted that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died in 
the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another enquiry or/by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might 
create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 and 
■the matter was laid at rest. 

6. Since then, as mentioned earlier, the question of 
Netaji's mortal remains has assumed urgency. If no 
decision is taken by 1995, in which year the Bose Academy 
proposes to have the last memorial service, India may be 
asked by Renkoji temple to take charge of the urn 
containing the ashes whereby we may have no alternative 
but to store them in our Mission in Tokyo. It would look 
most inappropriate if we decline to take charge of the 
ashes . 

Views of MEA and IB 


7. The Ministry of Home Affairs has obtained the 

views of MEA and IB. IB's views are to the effect that 
it would not be advisable to take any initiative to bring 
back the ashes to India as there is no demand from any 
quarter for this. If the ashes are brought to India, the 
People of West Bengal are likely to construe it as an 
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imposition on them of the official version of Netaji's 
death . 


8. MEA has suggested that in view of the wide-spread 
sentiments that Netaji's birth centenary in 1997 should 
be befittingly commemorated, the ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. This action 
would form part of the full public recognition of his 
role and contribution to India's independence. MEA 
su 999 es ted the following course of preparatory action:- 

(i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying 
the controversy and bringing back the ashes 
from Japan — respected public figures and 
others to be discreetly encouraged to make 
statements, including in Parliament, 
requesting the Government to bring back the 
ashes; or 

t 

(ii) alternatively, establishment of a Committee 
to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary with 
participation of public figures of various 
political opinions, who would give the call 
for bringing back the late leader's ashes to 
India . 

Consideration of the Committee of Secretaries 

9. In view of what has been mentioned in foregoing 

para 6, a decision will have to be taken soon. There 
seems to be no scope for doubt that he died in the air 
crash of 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. Government of 
India has already accepted this position. There is no 
evidence whatsoever to the contrary. If a few 

individuals/organisations have a different view, they 
seem to be guided more by sentimentality rather than by 
any rational consideration. The belief of these people 
that Netaji was alive and out of contact with any Indian, 
but would appear when found necessary, has also lost 

F.No. l/12014/27/93-IS{D. Ill) 
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relevance 
Government 
principle, 
worked out 


by now. In view of the aforesaid facts, 
of India will have to take a decision in 
The strategy and the modalities could be 
thereafter . 


10. The matter relating to the ashes of Netaji 
alongwith other connected issues was, therefore, placed 
before the Committee of Secretaries. The directions of 
the Committee of Secretaries were sought on the following 
issue related to the ashes:- 

The birth centenary of Netaji is proposed to be 
celebrated in a big way in India in 1997. The 
Bose Academy in Japan is insisting that the 
Government of India take possession of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. A decision has to be taken 
whether the ashes should be brought to India or 
stored in our Mission in Tokyo." 

1 

11. During the course of discussions, the Committee of 
Secretaries observed that: 

(a) The Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum 
regarding the handing over of the ashes but 
merely made a representation on the grounds 
that its members were rapidly aging and may 
not be able to discharge their present 
duties; and 

(b) the Government of India was paying for the 
upkeep of the mortal remains in Renkoji 
Temple and the management could be persuaded 
to continue with this arrangement if the 
upkeep charges were increased. 


12. In view of the foregoing, the Committee of 
Secretaries arrived at the following conclusions:- 

f 

"As regards the question of taking possession of 
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the ashes was concerned/ no particular advantage 
lay in taking a decision on this at this juncture 
since the birth centenary was due only in 1997. 
Therefore/ a view could be taken in the matter in 
1996-97 and till such time status quo should be 
maintained. The temple management may be 

persuaded to continue with the upkeep of the ashes 
and/ if necessary/ the maintenance charges being 
paid to the temple may be suitably increased to 
meet the increased cost." 

13. Conclusions of the Committee of Secretaries were 
placed before the Prime Minister for directions. The 
Prime Minister has desired that the Home Ministry bring a 
paper on the subject for the Cabinet's consideration. 
Accordingly, the matter is placed before the Cabinet for 
its consideration and directions on issues as examined at 
the foregoing paragraphs 9 to 12 and in particular on the 
following : - 

i 

(i) Whether the management of Renkoji Temple in 
Japan be persuaded to continue with the 
present arrangement/ if necessary, with 
enhanced upkeep charges or the Government of 
India should take possession of the ashes of 
late Subhash Chandra Bose, now. 

(ii) In the event of Government of India deciding 
to take possession of the mortal remains, 
whether these could be brought to India or 
preserved in the Indian Mission in Tokyo. 

* * 

14. If a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of a favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amia Nath 
Bose, Netaji's nephew, and individuals like Prof. Samar 
Guha and members of the Forward Bloc are not reconciled 
to the fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. 

F. No. 1/120141 1/27/93- IS (D. Ill) 
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It would, therefore, be necessary to take the members of 
Netaji's family into confidence in the first place by 
convincing them as to the genuineness of the ashes. It 
should then be easier to handle opposition from other 
quarters like the Forward Bloc* Netaji's wife and the 
only daughter are at present living in Angsburg, Germany. 
It is felt that they can best be approached through 
another nephew of Netaji, Dr.Sisir Bose. Shri Amia Nath 
Bose, the most vociferous sceptic of the air crash story, 
needs to be brought around by approaching at an 
appropriately high level. There is good chance that if 
reasonably approached, the family members may drop their 
opposition. The question of an appropriate memorial 
involving the mortal remains shall also have to be 
addressed in due course. 

15. This issues with the approval of the Home 
Minister. 



{ K . PADMANABHAIAH ) 
HOME SECRETARY 


F . No .1/12014/27/93- IS (D. Ill) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


2 FEB 1995 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
F . No . 1/12014/ 27/93-IS ( D. 1 1 1 ) 

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

Subject: Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 



Gist of decision required Projected benefits/results Time schedule or manner of 


implementations/reporting to Cabinet 
Secretariat 



Whether the mortal 
remains of Netaji should 
be taken possession of 
and brought to India 
or the status quo 
should be maintained. 


To forestall a crisis 
in the birth 

centenary year of Netaji. 


To be decided as per directions 
of the Cabinet. 




K.PADMANABHAIA 
HOME SECRETARY 
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^rf^rf <r srr^t FitsT, *nr jw dirfM5Vi+ jhmw«mi *ft 3tsr ^rr w £ i ^rr$r 
3r arffcniT ^r htttt £ wt£ % £ httct ^tt«ftt tttt #f tstt *t 3 ^ % ft£ 

£ g? - £ utit £ jpprTit % D?H$ TTrr # qf Nttt ^ : mrft t^ttt mivji?| ?r 
aw vwfa f*qr 1 qtr tpj 1995 ^ ^rf f^rq qff ftrar srraT £ ?fr jhmiJI 

. FTTH £ ^tir% % JTTT TOT <Ft£ W TOfr £ t ££ t Slf^qt W Mlfard 

£ Ywt vrsrr *rrw £ ftrr tf*nt *rtT Thmr 1 «w> tt^- <r W m #*r * t^r 

^RT artftld £ fa ^PT $fau4l Wl 3UT fWT W I 


2 . Smrfr ^ ^r tththt ut^f £ 1 wr tr# 3*5 £ »8 

3FTOT, 1945 <T TTTt?^ £ ft f^fTT ^IT t ^ *. TW fft TT ^ 

ttot ?lT6d1 5 wrr far $ i 

3- 3!pt 3rttt ntq tt nTfE qwr ^r arihr, 1 956 ^ qtufa fa^ 

ift- fqnH ^dd i ^ ^tr.rfr # fHj ^r ^HlVfr fht Frmir ^ I 

iiMr ^ irffr 7TTT W3T fpt, 3Thr 5 FjT ^tq, 3^mrSr % 3fJR? At ffoffo f^rr, 

a^urr tt ft^nrrc frr 3*r a^sr 5nt»m ^ i afuftr t 2 ; i ^ ^4^ 

ft z[w fa*rt fa^\ qqr fa ^mr# * ^ is m*n, 1945 ^r rrrrftf Storr? 
^ f^> f i fflH ^>S<;hi ^ iPr ri ?fr 1 ^ ^ "^nr T¥ f^r^ - ^r Jrarqw ^ #r 

^r mirffa ftFtf * 1 mittr qtufa * frftt ^r * ^ # ararqfTr 

% wrw ^nr qqr sfftrq^sr ft^tt ^r ?fr *ft 1 

TTF ^pfT 

I 


* 

4 


2 
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, *|T fTTrPT 
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4 * 5rm# % tor frk w faw tot ttt i % (W fr^r tot tot » 

IT,q * ^ ^ ^rorf ft farfr Tift i Wmh Tprfrtfi^ Trft $ qlmfl tttt nr 
itrt % Jfrt *ft% ft nfr ^nt tt vrm wrr % ^ht+, 1970 % r^ 

farr 1 T trrr ^[«h*w f ^tri-fa^R ^jst -mqitflm fTo^}o 

ffarr & n ^7iT% *pmr tot ftw % tor ft^ 3r ?nfr nait thtt q W ta faf l 

# aft? tt^t 3?tr fcifftT tttwt ft ttt# trfrf 1^" w w 1 stoTt 5r tttr-, 

^fr, *rrfrtr, Mtojt, Hrritnn, -sfafr fTOroTT rt 'di{=m tt fm fror frr 224 


tots! # sitr ft (nrf fafft % 1 00 tott ft *nfa?r *tjj 1 arratn' $ tow fr fr 
nt 3&w HFTTeft sflT TRTT^ft #T fr vft I TO?R TIT fawf TT TfNT fa %7Tpfr 
# ^ 18 TOR, 1945 ft rtfftj ^ faTOT ^TWT * ft (ft t ffafrTO % TTT 

Mr# - tt fawrr fawr ftr tw% fropT? wr farr 1 TOfrr ft ftwtf, tw tt fr 


nf Trfwrf tffr tor wUr fro % fr=?T writ *f 3 trow r, 1974 *$r fir $r wf 
tfr 1 


5* ft TOT »JTT % 3 TOR, 1977 ft eft* TOT *t RF TRR f*T tw fawf 

T=fKt TTRTT ^T %nr=Tlr % tor ft «n* * nwr <r to f*rt* sitw to* Htnr r* 

fR- ff^T S TO tH 1 *lfotT % far ^T WT I TTT HWT TT faWTT-fawf TT ftf 

fTO?f wft ft trt i rwrfa, tt ttwt ttt fa Trtrnrr wnitw f t ttt 

^ ^TT TTTT STT^T TTW % TTTT W #T ’JT ^TTfR ^ ^ TT ^ Tfa ^ T+ 

#T TT 3TraTT TTTT far % Tfa ^TTTT TT% % tlRRT^riT ^T tTTTR ^ fariTIT ^tt 

THTOT I 3RT: VHHfa^TT JPRll4l TfatT HT HI *fn( ^TO^tO’ftOTO % TTT 

i 

TTT : 

" ^fanfr # ^ ^ftr aifanrt tttt ^r Ar-iffa 

%■ I TT^t %tTT% ^*rpr w TtT % 7TPTT ft TT^T ^ ^tfarT TT TTtT 

#T ?t Ttr q>4qt eft it I TT TTrT ?T ft TR frPTT tjtit V fa ^cTpfT TJTTT 

w fm ifl trct, 1945 ft rrfftf $ fanr ^ttt t ^ *fti 

3R: TJT 4HMT Wt far IT f fa TT TT ^tT ft* ^T TT TTT TT$T 
jHfalT l TITrT HT^T ft TTTTW? TRTT ft fRT" I 

fTofrofrfl?s, 2 r 27 Trrfr, 1991 ^r -qr trtt T^fifaer ^r farT ftr titht 

fij farr w i 


TTT ^TT 
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t 




* 


n 
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6* 3rTT f“T FtY dmqp FFI f, FF it ^tdl'tl ^T FtfcTHT % tffT ^ dldtlFd^ 

ft ft fft t Hfr ift 1995 ft, dd'i'+ ftrr ft srt^rtr wh ^htt 

ttY ft STrrpr V, frf tn^y FfT fan nrar ^ ft i j-t?i tttt arfmit ip jpnr 

TT *TTT JTTT TTY % faF FTTH it FTT HT FF>dr $" HH ftFHt % fanT HTTftF i£HTHTH 
^ 3 % jwk Y 3JHTHT THlt TTH ft# #T tefT Hft ftFT I utr TH Jtfa) f t ft ft 

$r fFTT Fifr $■ ft ft fth ft n ^4 ^<h ftn 1 

7- fa^TT fHTHH HHT JQHHdl 5FTt f fagR 

?r f*MF Y fatrr t^thf hht arr^Fn ^qft % fa^ i r ftft far t 1 nr 

tH^ $ atnjHHT s^fr ft hthht Y fa «faift fr htth htth htY fr frf hth ttht 

TfaH Hft flFT FHtfa *Flft % rfr nfar HtH Hft ft Hf I Hfa dfaft ft FTTH HTHT 

FT3T t fr ft amrtrFF t fa TfaiH tw % ftr ft Tnft tf ft tt YhtYv $r ipg 

^ i 

FT FTFTfr HFTF fpTT TFT it I 

, 

s- fatrr Azmk Y ^a i F ! % fa mnip hi q dr ft fr wpt Y thY ttf fa tpj 

1 99 7 Y YhiYT ft 3FF T l dl-jt TT^ft TT Y HHlf FTF, Hfapit fr FefjfHH WT-WT 
% HITT HTTH HTTH HTFT FTF I YhT TTY % HTTYTH THYhHT tjTTF ^ %FT% ^T l^fF^v 
F T%" FtFTTF % fffrT dWit ^ FFFFT I ?F^1T AdldF % ?dMTtl^ d UTft>FP 

FrfFTf ^r ^FTF fTFT : 

JF? tFFTT "% F7F FT^T 3j|T FIFTH % F^IFV ^T FTFF rTT% % W FtIFF 
^ mYcF I TH - FTFTH % Ff#FH sF^frit 3?tT 3FQ FTtH'ff syl^qT 

^T tFT F“tYH FFTFt ^ ^ ^ Itl? JtWf^T FFHT FTFIT 

^T F^FFt ^r FTFF HlY FT F^tVf f^FT FTF,' 3PTHT 

JFS fFFPT ^ FT ^dl4l ^T F^T TTHTsfT FHlY % irTF FT Flf*Tf?T FT 

FSH tFFT FTF, YTF^ fF^F=T TFPflfrTT fFFTTt % FtF TlffUTT ft, 

3?r wo Ynr% % 3Tlt*rqt ^T FTTH FTTH HtY FT WpIFT wt I 

9- F^FFt » fMH % tFFTT : 

FTT YtT 6 ^ /jfr TtnT^TH f, TF^T WTH ^ FFrT ^F lP5T ft fF+F frTFT 
FTFFT I TF^ ^rf Hft t TH^T *p*J 18 FFFT, 19 45 ft %fftf % fFFTH 

^TFT Tf ft I FTTH TTTTTT Y TF FTH ft TT^ ft TftTTT ftpTT t I F?T fF sq^rft/tFHft 

FTOfO-J/120 1 4/27/93-3TfoFF0Sft-l I I S 
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^FT TcT fa I ft, rft TTTT TTTTTTTT TOUT % «MrT 3frij¥%J *t> TPJT ffar ft I 

tt tftftt tt farm "fa ftmftr ftifar ft ttt srstft faftr vfr Tmfrr ft ftfa Tit ttt 

WT ft, TT-g ■ST c n^ fttft TT ft TIT ft TTftft ", flftTd ft TTT ft | TT^T iFtat % 

TT^^rrr *iu n ttttt it fatita w ft fatu ftrr for i tt% ttt ftrfa ttot T ift h i ? 

T-h I TT w'Ptii ft I 

io* ftrrrfr % Tfar-Traftit ^ mr aw fanr ^ftt ft ftftfaw uomr Tfaft # 
sfafa % ttt ttt w tt i ftfar-sraftit ft ft^- facftVifa h g^ftt tt Tfaftt *£r nM r 
ft fair Ttft W ft : 

^fttTFfr 'FT ^FIT CTrTT^ftt TTlOlS 1997 ft tlTTH ft Tft ftrrft TT TTTF Tift 
TT HfflH ft I TTTTT ft ftlT JRTTftt TT STOTT ft fa TTTtT TTTTT ftrnftt ft 

TTTT ft T TT fa’fr frTTT TTTT ft fa $TT ft ftfar STTftT TTTtT ft tW TTft TT T'ft 

ftlfaft ft TTfft r*TW=T ft TTT TO 7 " " I 

I I * TTt ft ?Vt ft TftTR, Tffaftt ftt Tfafa ft TTTT fa : 

i^S for siTTfr ft sftfa araftit ftr #ft TTft ft ftftr ft *ftf apfrftrr 

Trfr Tift farr ft tt^ tt immft tt ftrn ananftrr farr ft fa 

Tffft TTTT 3TT TV Tft ft rWT ft STTft T^TOT 3T fa^T 

Tit *FT TT Tft ft,* WTT 

St! TTTtT TOT ftfarft #TT ft fatFFTT TT#T sftfcoft *ft ftTTrTft ft 

fair yrc f PT tt Tfr ft rPJT qfa TT% 3T^TTT THOT TJT fa? ^nft 

tft TTTft TftfTT % TT SJfaWT TTft wft ft fa? Tlftt fa*TT TT 
T^cTT ft 1 

I 2* TT§FT <ft ftTft TT sfaftt ftT Sfafa farfafatT fa^ft TT TfftT ft t 

5fist sftftpjt ftr ftft ^r ttt ft, tt fott tt tt faftr ftft 
ft ftrf faftr hot Tit ft wlfa ftm% ftr 1997 ft 

ft 1 Sffi-: TT TTTft ft T 7 T faftr 1996-97 ft ftTTT TT TOFTT 
ft HTT TTT TTT r?F TTlfalfa TT^TTT Tftt TT TTTftt ft t TfaT 
Trfttrr ft sFfrfa farr tt tt^tt ft fa ft Tfaoft stjttt qoft 

rft cTOT Tfa STRTTT ftt tft Tft cTTTtT % fa? T^TT 

far TT Tft T^TTT TTTft ff TT^FT TT ft T^TTT TT TTTtTT 

ft I 

TToftO-I/t2OU/27/9 3-TTf0TT0iftt-m! THT ^Tf 
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I 3- TMtT % f'H'H.it JHTPT ^Sf TrBV^r ^ TW % far TTTJT 

ter *tv i inrR tsYtt %■ rm stut # £ fa tht fafr ^fa te rr % faquu fr 
tt fa**** tt y^ hYc aign wt i fTrgwT, F<re£r Tgrfer 9 ?T 12^ wr tt ^ 

T rc r tWT Wl d dtr ITT fanirtSTd tn* 4fa*ls;d % farm# 1 TPTT faltll % 

ftTF IK TJTrT # % TtgT W TT7JT t" I 

S 1 3 tit titr ^r fafafat qhr $r q^nr -q^wr i r nr^r % far 

TSt % ITtTT % TF# fan TT TFTfTr f, #T Tfa 4i i qHt4 Tt rft 
3TjmT TTTT T$|4T' KY TT , TT TITcT WYWi T*T W’ffa TJTTT TT 

$r flfarrt nmr % faft TifsTi 

I 

S M J TTT7T TTTTT TFTT SFfapft aft rfa TT frfa TT^T # IWhT t WT 

mm & sirt nfar wm ^if^r $ nutffa fa*R * ^rftnr 

I'T' $*ij ^ i^s ^ I 

14* Tfa dfajql titt m^r w fafr fan 5fT7jr i tY nr t^kt #r gift 

^ frTF trfacT ¥ l 4qfa *E TTTfa TTRT TT JIT?^ TTTT ifrnT I afar TtTTTT % fT TTKT 

fail T TT Ydi'J?l % »hTm aft flT*t*n TFT ^R, 7TOT *jjT5' e^fai fa$TT ^rlr JlVo TRT 
Tpn trit tttt£ str % ttw tk <rzt ^r T^t tri* fa farfat $r arntfif ^ Tmt 

^ddi t tfr i 3t?r: TfTft rfr % Ttmr ^ ^r tt 

# % Tft ^ fa?W fTTRT fnTT I rR wrwt *?TR> 3FT ^ T?T^ 

TlrT 'NtW TT TTPHT TRT 3FTTTR fRT I ^TdTfr ^T TPfr TRTT ^ T^HR ^ 

^r^Mr, Trfrsft ^ TT T^t % I TT TTTJT fWT W f TT% %cTT% % 3RT T^T 

to ^rifrr Ttrr % mtnr ^ fr tarr tt ttit It i wf ^ttt wpfr tt ttt?T 

3#rr ^T TtY TlrT *St 3(f»rqT TRT TW TgfTtT 3TT TtTT TT ^T% TTTTT 

farFFTT TT TOT t I TT TTT % ^TTTT t f^F Tfc TfTTT TT ^ TT% TfTTTT 

% TTPft t ^T^ TTTTT TTF TV ^ TTTT fTfW TsTf t?T I TT#T TTTT TT TVTT 

1 

^T 3F^RT^ TTrT TT ff^d TTTTT % TTR TT iff TTT TT^T TT TTTTTT TTTT fFTT I 

15- 7% tt 4% % argjfrTT ^ Trfr f^tT ttht t i 

-4r. -r^ r ^'^ r 

I T^TRnrror I 

T^“T TtfTT 

trrfa ^ U)^ dHJ ' f 199/^ 
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q*nr t? it? it affwit it ^ptpt %~ hit? htf qsr ttchr i 



TIT Adlrl? 

TfTOi'O-T- 120 1 4 / 27 / 93 -^ 11 ^^ Sit- MJ S 


a *^ ( t Ti'ta ^r hit Tjijftrr Hnr/Ttr’TTH tprqfcHTrr/tHtnp'sw h ‘t 1 rR ^r ?< n't £■ ^r% ^t ^nrr^t 

_ _ ™ ^ — 

^rmtfr % ^=>r- «d r »j t t t?t=t #rt % ^t^eitt httt t 

it ^r t 


|%o 't^nwwl 
*nr «Fsr 

faire 


wr ^tn% $r ^r trt 

dltST 4 t T=^ TTTTET $ HTTT 

snr sew HmferfrT wrrf Tit 

TTF I 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


A credible and Detailed explanation from 
Japanese authorities as to why the cremation 
certificate was not in Netaji 's name is necessary. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

There is no information on this issue available 
in the records. However, two enquiry committees in 
1956 (Shah Nawaz) and 1970 (Khosla) examained a large 
number of files and 224 witnesses (including 100 
abroad) and came to the conclusion that Netaji died in 
the air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The 
Cabinet considered this report and accepted the 
finding. The report of the Khosla Commission alongwith 
Memorandum of Action Taken, was laid on Table of both 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

2. Report of investigation carried out by Japanese 
Government in 1956 according to which the death of 
Netaji was confirmed and the report was handed over to 
the Indian Government a copy of which exists in files 
at both the Ministry of External Affairs and in the 
Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

This report is not available among the records 
available with the Ministry of External Affairs. Our 
Mission in Tokyo has also been approached who have also 
been requested to confirm if they possess a copy of 
this report. 

3. To obtain from Russian authorities, information 
that Netaji never visited Soviet Union after August 18, 
1945 if this is indeed the case. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

The Russian Federtaion vide its note No.2/YUA 
dated January 8, 1992 addressed to the Embassy of 
India, Moscow, has confirmed in reply to Embassy of 
India Moscow's Note Verbale of September 16, 1991 to 
the Russian Government, that as per the records 
available in the Central and Republican Archives, there 
is no information about the stay of the former 
President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose in Soviet Union in 1945 and after that,. 
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4. A clarification is required from the British 
Government on its stand until at least the late 
1940 's that Netaji did not die in the plane crash. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

There is nothing in records available with us 

K 5. To subject the urn containing the ashes of 

Netaji into a simple X-ray in order to determine the 
reported gold plated tooth pertaining to Netaji 
lying in the urn. In order to establish the 
genuineness the ashes kept at Renkoji Temple, 
Japan . 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray.) 

Position as per our records. 

C.I. C. (Figgess) Report dated 29 .9.45. 

No Mention. 

C.S.D.I.C. Report No. 1156 dt. 31.12.45 

On August 23, 1945, B. 1269 in the Company of 
the cleric and staff major and 3 or 4 other 
.. Japanese visited the crematorium when the ashes of 
Bose were collected and placed in a wooden box 
specially made for the purpose, B. 1269 was shown 
a small piece of gold among the ashes which he 
believes was part of one of Bose's gold teeth. The 
box containing the ashes was then taken to a 
Japanese temple in the city, where a religious 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric. 

Before S.N. Khan Committee on 6.4.56 

"On the morning of August 21, 1945, I went to 
the crematorium accompanied by two or three 
Japanese including the civilian and opened the lock 
of the incinerator with key which was with me. I 
was present and I saw the ashes of Netaji 's body 
inside it. We had a wooden urn to collect the 
ashes. We collected some ashes from the head side, 
nearest to the door, and placed them in the urn. I 
remember distinctly that a little piece of gold, 
which was from the filling of one of Netaji' s teeth 
was removed and placed in the urn? 

While no X-ray of the urn has so far been 
conducted and no records therefore exist, the 
discrepancy in the date mentioned in the statement 
i of Col. Rahman in CSDIC report and in Shah Nawaz 

Committee Report under this heading (as reproduced 


above) may also be noted which refers to dates 
being mentioned as divergent as August 23, 1945 and 
August 21, 1945. 

6. To the option of irreversible judgement from 
the Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes, 
there is already a case before the Chief Justice 
pertaining how Netaji could have been given the 
Bharat Ratna posthumously. There are no records 
which deal with the suggestion of seeking an 
irreversible decision from Supreme Court 
authorising return of the ashes. Records are 
however available pertaining to an objection filed 
in Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration 
of Bharat Ratna Award given posthumously. It may, 
however, be also noted here (file C/551/12/93-JP) 
that GOI has revoked its decision to confer Bharat 
Ratna on Netaji in January 1994. 

7. CCPA approved on 27th February, 1991 proposal 
of MHA that "no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another inquiry or by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might create 

unnecessary tensions." 

JS(PMO) in his Note on 24.8.1992 stated "PM 
agrees that the inquiry into the question of 
whether Netaji is dead or alive or the 
circumstances of his disappearance, need not be re- 

opened" . 

Above reiterated in PMO letter of 15.12.92 
that "circumstances of Netaji 's disappearance need 
not be re-opened." 




ambassador 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Mmami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 232488G INDEMB J 
Phone: 03(326 2)239 1 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 


September 27, 1994 






Dear Ran jit, 

’’ ' v 

Kindly refer to your letter 
JS(AP)/94 dated September 16, 1994 

Netaji's death. 

In response to a query by the Embassy to the 
Gaimusho, the latter sent a letter dated July 24, 
1956 informing that the cremation permit in the 
name of Mr. Okura is believed to be that of Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose. A copy of Gaimusho' s letter 
dated July 24, 1956, as well as a copy of the death 
certificate of Mr. Ichiro Okura, is enclosed. 


7- 3379- Ie/a 

regarding/ 1 


Yours sincerely , 
( Prakash Shah) 


J 


* 


Shri R. S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 


NEW DELHI 


Uni 
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July 24, 1956 


Dear Mr. 



With reference to your letter No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


i 


of May 30th, 1956, and my letter dated June 14th, 

1956, I wish to inform you that the following 
reply has been received from Mr. K. Horiuchl, 

Ambassador of Japan at Taipei, to our enquiry made 
on this matters 

1. "Doctor's Report" and "Police Report" as 
mentioned In Mr. Dar's letter could not be 
traced at Taipei In spite of all efforts. 

2. As to "Cremation Permit" a certified copy 
of the original document on cremation permit 
which Is heldby the Bureau of Health and Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office,, could be obtained. 

The document mentions the ''name of ICHIRO OKURA 
as the deceased and that of TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI 
as the applicants Since the death of Mr. 

Subhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential 
at that time, it is believed that this 
cremation permit on ICHIRO OKURA must, correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Therefore, I wi3h to enclose herewith the 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together 

with its translation in English. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- Hisaji Hattorl 

Chief of 4th Section 
Aslan Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

1 

1 

Mr. A.K.Dar , 

First Secretary, 

Embassy of India, 

Tokyo. 




i S' 


... ■ M ■ 

No ^ Name of pate of Death Place of Burial Occupation Sex Permanent Kaa* of Date of Armllcant 

" Disease Date of Permission &. Cremation. Domicile Deceased Birth 

Date of Cremation Present Address ' Name 


address. 


2640 


* 

• 


* 

2641 Heart 
Attack 

Aug. 19,1945 
Aug. 21, 1945 
Aug. 22, 1945 

OSS Municipal 
Crematory 

jh 

• 

•P 

Non-regular 
staff mem- 
ber of Army 
Forces. 

Male No.l,2-Chome, Ichiro ; 
Dogenzaka , Okura 

Shibuya-ky, 

Tokyo. 

N o . 2 , 3— ch ome , 
Nogl-machl 

Taipei City 

* 

April 9, Unit : Taneyoshl )i 

1900. No. 21123 Yoshlml 

.. i 
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Examined and authenticated hy 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


SEA L, 


\ 

Sd/* Yasutoru Asahlna 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign .Affairs, 
(Archives Section). 


It Is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 

Is correct and true. 




July 14, 1956. 


in-reau of Health & Hygiene, 


b 




R.S. Kalha, 

Joint SecretaryC AP) 

No. wu-o 


Q> 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


14 November, 1994 


My dear 


Su pt 

cr> 


Please refer to your letter No. 
/12014/27/93/27 /93-IS-D .III dated 2nd November, 
1994. Shri Ashish Ray had written a letter to the 
Foreign Secretary on 7th September, 1994 and in his 
letter he had stated that a report exists in files of 
the Indian Embassy in Tokyo and Ministry of External 
Affairs that in 1956, the Japanese Government 
investigated and confirmed Netaji's death following 
the crash. We made a reference to our Ambassador on 
16th September, 1994 seeking information on whether 
such a report existed on the files of our Embassy in 
Tokyo. 


2. Our Ambassador responded vide his letter No. 
TOK/102/2/92 dated 27th September, 1994, a copy of 
which, along with its enclosure of 24 July, 1956, was 
forwarded to you vide my letter No. 3902-JS( AP) /94 
dated 24 October, 1994. This is all the information 
that we have from our Embassy in Tokyo on this point 
raised by Shri Ashish Ray. 


rvo- 


'"kO— 


Shri C. Pbunsog, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 
( R.S. Kalha ) 




Vr^JTfa 4*1 It 


C. PHUNSOG 

Apfo 

JOINT SECRETARY 
(Tele. No. 3010648) 


D. 0. No. 1/12014/ 27 / 9 3-1 S 
£'7% JiA- 7S 
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%TTOT m^R 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
TTW TT^TH4 

MINISTRY^OF HOME AFFAIRS 
New Delhi-110001 
November 2, 1994 




.Ya 


Dear Shri Kalha* 

This is further to this Ministry's U.O.No. 
I/12014/27/93-IS(D.IIIJ dated 21st October* 1994 on the subject 
of 'mortal remains or Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose' and with 
reference to your D.O. No.3902/JS(AP)/94 dated 24th October* 
1994 enclosing the copy of a letter from our Ambassador in 
Tokyo. 

2. Shri Ashish C. Ray* a grand nephew of Netaji* has 
written a letter fo the Principal Secreary to Prime Minister* a 
copy of which has been sent to Foreign Secretary vide Prime 
Minister's Office U.O.No. 870/ 11/P/10/93-POL dated 09.08.1994 
for appropriate action. Shri Ray has mentioned in the Memo 
enclosed with his letter that the Japanese Government had 
submitted a report to the Govt, of India in 1956 confirming 
Netaji ‘s death following the air crash. It is a copy of this 
report which we need for preparation of the Cabinet Note* 
which may kindly be sent as soon as possible. 

3. In this connection, you may also recall our telephonic 
converstaion of this morning. 

k+JiA ^ 


/VV£ 




Yours sincerely* 


Shri R.S. Kalha* 

Joint Secretary (AP)* 
Ministry of External Affairs* 
NEW DELHI. 


( C. Phunsog ) 



, £ j £ 


NILIMA JAUHARI 
DIRECTOR ( IS . I } 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
e; > GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

/ NORTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI-110001 

Dated the 25th October, 1994. 
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Dear Shri Kalha, 


V* 


V. 
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v>* 
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Please refer to your 
d . o . No . 3902/JS ( AP ) /94 dated 24th October, 1994 
regarding the report of the Japanese Government on 
the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. In this regard it is requested that a 
copy of the detailed report which is sqW to have 
been made available by the Government of Japan to 
MEA on the above issue may kindly be made 
available to this Ministry urgently. 




"Pi/ 

/< 


Shri R . S . Kalha , 

Joint Secretary ( AP ) , 
Ministry of External 
NEW DELHI. 


Affairs, 


Yours sincerely, 


{ NILIMA JAUHARI} 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(IS-I DIVISION) 

* * # * 



Mortal remains of NetajiSubash 
Chandra Bose. 


Ministry of Home Affairs is in the process of 
preparing a Cabinet Note on the subject of the mortal 
remains of Netaji kept at the Rinkoji Temple in Japan. 
In this connection* a copy of the Japanese Government 
Report on the Death of Netaji which is stated to be 
available in MEA is required urgently. MEA is requested 
to make a copy available immediately. 




(C. PHUNSOG ) 

JOINT SECRETARY ( IS-I ) 
21. 10. 1994 


r — A M MEA (Shri R.S. Kalha, Joint* Secretary) New Delhi. 

4Ml MHA U.O.NO.I/1201^/27/93-IS.D-III Dated: 21.10.93 
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am 

f^5T *r*mq ( fa*ft 

ADDITIONAL SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

October 28, 1994 


My dea 




Please refer to your D.O. no. 69-2/94NM dated 
October 5, 1994 regarding Netaji's treasure boxes. 

2. From our records it appears that a detailed 
note on this subject was forwarded to Dr N.R. Banerjee, 
the then Director, National Museum, under cover of our 
U.Q. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol .III dated December 21, 1978. 


3. 

again . 


A copy of the same is forwarded herewith once 




Shri Ashok Vajpeyi, 
Joint Secretary & 
Director General, 
National Museum. 


Enel : as above , 


.ffituJ *>/4 


Yours sincerely, 



(ISHRAT AZIZ) 
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IHA TREASURE 


, / " 


There Is a large degree of uncertainty regarding the 




■ ' , ;V 

reasure” from the time Netaji 

■ ■■ * :: i 


« an 

■ n 


early^ history- of .the. 7 VINA Treasure 

Subhash Chandra Bose left Rangoon Inc April 194-?, carrying ^ 

■ * * / ■ 

number of valuables with him to the time that certain valuable s 
sere handed over to the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo on 

* ^ *flj) ^ • '• - ■ ~ tv '■ **‘ i * i ’ Hilar 


: N f: 




24-th September, 19?1 by Shri Bam Murthy, one of Netaji’s 
former associates* Netaji had receded sizeable donations 

from Indian residents in South East Asia, in the form of cash 

■ ' - . ' : 

and valuables for financing the INA. On the occasion of his h 

■ v • - . •• ■ ' . 

v. •- • ■ 

birthday in January 194-5 he. vas weighed against gold. How much : 'i 

■ V. . ■- ' 

of the liquid assets we re carr ie d by Net aji dur ing his re t re at ' 3 

from Rangpon onwards cannot be ascertained^ precisely, as was 


x 




noted by the Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956* Witnesses - • 
examined by the Committee gave widely differing versions of the 
contents and the value of the treasure carried by Netaji. . 4 

.. ' i ' • • • - • 

Apart from differing versions with regard to the number of bex.es— > 


4K 


accompanying him, there was the testimony of one witness to 
the effect that Netaji had taken 140 lbs. of gcH with him and 

j, ,■ : +• • ••'*> " /■ i- '.■••• • • • .. ^ . .. > 4 \ \ : 'v * *. xg | 

t h at of anot he r who estimated t he valuable s c arr ie d at Rs .1 cr ore^- 
One witness whose testimony received some independent cctrrobor a- ’ 
tion by a Japanese witness vas Netaji’ s personal valet who was 
apparently present at the time when the boxes containing the 


valuable' s were che eke d before Netaji* sde part ure from Bangk ok 
in August 194?* According to this witness there were four steel- 
cases which contained articles of jewellery . commonly warn by 
Indian women, Pounds and Guineas and some gold wires. In 
addition to these, four boxes, there was also a small leather 

( " * > , . * ; "t , • 

i . 2 /- 


2 



A . 


x*M 


^ ' 




rsonal attache case containing Netaji^/articlds he had brought from 

fects and " [ ‘ 

tain other ' Singapore • The Meta Ji Enquiry Camnittee found that during his 

luable- • r ' ' . ■ ■ ^ . 

last visit to Singapore and Bangkok, Metaji had disbursed large 

’ . ' • ' - 1 • • \ ‘ 1 • - 

amounts* The Committee was unable to get any accurate picture 




- “ fc* 


rM 


of yfaat Metaji carried with him at the time of his departure . r ' 

- ' ' . V ' ' ; ' ■' ■■ ■ ■■ . ; 

from Bangkok but contended that some valuables such as ornaments 

were certainly carried by him. The Committee also found it 

difficult to reconstruct the events as relevant documents had 

in ■ 

been destroyed to svoid falling/to the Allied hands. Sane 


;Vl 


■_ 2 . 


witness had testified that Nets ji was not keen on taking the 
treasure with him and had wanted to leave/in Bangkok or Saigon 
but since none was willing to take charge of it, he carried the 

' .■ ■ . ■ .'.v . .1 

valuables with him. , . , 

v-/, y " 


A number of witnesses had testified to seeing the bares 

\ i • 

cy* * ‘ r - ■ ‘ • - ■ 


containing the. treasure at the Saigon Airfield just before. 


i. , 


Metaji' s outward flight in the afternoon of 17th August 194-?. 

. ; ■■ ■ ■ •• • ■ 

While, here, again there are widely differing versions, the 


4 


Committee has taken as conclusive the fact that Meta ji carried 

V . ■ ■ 

" !>*,. . 

m 




from Saigon with him "two. large leather suit-cases about 30 " 


V#. 


long containing gold and valuables. " While the comnlttee 

. . - . . £ ■ 


tee could j 


not get any estimates of the value of the contents of the suit- 
cases, the feeling was that it could not b^-anywhere near the 
Rs.1 crore mentioned by one witness. 


' ">f r.w : 


-;3> 


3. - After the plane crash at Taihoku on the 18th August, 
Col. Hgabibur Rahman had enquired tht next day from Japanese 


V"--‘ '. ■■■ 


m 


officers as to what had happened to the baggage, particularly ; 
the two leather suit -cases containing valuables* He vas told- 
that, while much of the baggage had been burnt, some charred 
Jewellery had been salvaged fran the ground and kept in safe 
custody at the Military Headquarters. The Committee found that 

>. ,. * * * *3/* 


r*cy m • 

m 




-j 

m 




3 



y ■■ 



>ughly 




V 


there vas some discrepancy in the accounts given by the Japanese 
officers who took part in this operation; while one of them stated 


that the valuables* which were sealed in a gasoline can, had been 

- . ■■ - ■ v • . • ' V ■ fc v - 


kept under guard for only one night in the airfield before 


C 






delivery to Military Headquarters, another .wintess stated that L s : .. I 


it had been kept for four or five days in the j air~raid shelter 

‘ ■ It * * * 4 ‘ r - • ^ „• . ,, r -> . > * -.3 

■ ■ ■ * 


under guard before delivery to Headquarters. It is, however, 




certain that the valuables were delivered to the Imperial 

■ ■ • '■ - .■ s ‘- .■■■- ■ ;.w " 




m 


■' * v \ ■ ■ . sV ■ 1 • ( .. •- •• ^ ■■ r 'i 

General Headquarters, Tokyo, on 7th September, Officers 


who took charge of these as well as Col.Habibur B&bman mentioned 

-- V , • , . - ' — ■ 


that the valuables were in a nailed wooden box which was not 
sealfcd; this is a' departure from the earlier accounts which 
mentioned a sealed gaseoline can. It would appear that on 9th 




• _ ’ , ► • • f ■ f ■ 

or 10th September the box containing valuables vas taken charge j 
of by Shri Bam; Murthy from thelmpe rial' General Headquarters; . 




Shri Ayer was possibly present. The Committee ^ound some 

L ' ” J 

discrepancy in the statements of Col .Habibur Rahman, Shri Bam' 


****** t# 5 ‘ " * 


Murthy and Shri Ayer in regard to the circumstances surrounding 

• 7. ■ •• ' ' " (■ ; 

the handing over the box at the headquarters; in particular the 








discrepancies related to the date of delivery and who took charge 




of the box. According to Col.Habibur Bahman, the seals of the 


►w ■> 


' 


box containing the valuables were found to be broken at the time 

' „ ' , C * - • Ss ' ■ 1 

of delivery; further it appeared to have been tampered with and 
vas much lighter and only half full. The contents were found 




to be ornaments of -ifold and je^llery, all charred, mixed and 
fused with metals and small nits from the wreckage. They were 


/ separated 


into three lots according to whether they contained 


1 

H 


more gold or base metal. Afterwards, they, were re-packed in a 


■ j 4 


box and nailed. 


The vjLght of the valuables was found to be 

4*/— 




'■J 



J 


/charge of 
Shrl Ham 
Murthy to be 
handed over 
to any 






4- 







11 kgs. This vas noted and a rough list was made and signed 
by Col.Habibur Rahman.-, A photocopy of the note Is available. 
Col .Rahman left the valuables In the/authority which arose In 

4 An f a ^ « ' mmravn&nf « A 4“ f Via « ahi h ^ a ■ 


India in succession to Retail 1 s: movements * At the same'time! 

. . ■ , ■■■:. . :> , .. ; ■ 

Shrl Ayer left 300,gms. of gold and 20,000 Zens in cash with 

' 


■ ... . / 'v:';- 


Shrl Ram Murthy with similar direction. The list prepared 
by Col. Babibur Rahman is as 


follows* 

- ,1 V- . » l> ‘- •- I V ' ‘ -• V- ■ -V .V • 1 ' <r • ■ , ‘ i . .f . 

1 ' ' 1 _ 






i) Comparatively pure gold in two 
wooden boxes and paper wrapper - 
(weight Includes wieght of gold 
and wooden boxes 

ii ) 0 ne packet of gold mixed’%&t£bt 
molten metal, iron etc. (weight 
< Includes weight of gold, metal 
. iron etc. the paper wrapper) 






V-. ^ >' 

, V 

A" 


; ' V/ : ; j, 

■ 

... 7 Kg. 900 gms. 

*C , ■; 'sMM?' ' 

' : - 
. ■ ' 1 ’ *i v- ■ 

, - . <V r . .A'x ' ► V r> V ,• 


. *. 3 Kgs . 100 gms. 


x r M *> 1 




* it* 

SHI 


* v tv; 


Total 


.,.>11 Kgs. 


v -y * ‘ H ' 

■ * 

■ 
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fen ./ 




Shrl Ram Murthy kept the valuables and cash with him 


from 194-5 to 1951 ; it was not kept in a bank as he f eare d that 


- 


- ■ . 


y *M 

';b* ’’jja 


. . _ HP . . _ ... ppL . ,, .. . . . ,.. . . F P | T'V( y-fv 

it might be confiscated by the Occupation authorities'! He 

also did not take any steps to contact any Indian authorities 

.■ ■ 

during all these years.,. The Committee found reason to believe 




that he denied having the treasure with him; according to 




i.-* . : 

' f 'A^.. , 

^ . t,Jrf ^ t 


Shri Ram Murthy , Shri Ayer had advised him not to take any 
■ ■ ' , ■ ■ 
action till the connected matters of Hetaji’s ases vas. 




satisfactorily solved. During this period there were allegations 

' T r ' 1 ' V> J l -.&>■'*?! 

against Shri Ram Murthy in regard to misappropriation of the 

.1 ■ » 

funds of the late Indian Independeence League of which he was , 

i 1 " f ■ . \ £ r \ ' \ ’"■ 1 , -*■ 

the President in Japan as well as the valuables carried *by 
Retail; Shri Ayer*s name had also been associated with these 
charges ■ 


" ‘.H 

*r:V 


The matter had been referred^ to the Ministry of 


External Affairs by the then Head of the Liaison Mission in N 

; 

/ . y . ' • -: v - . 


■M 





k 


,v 


* 5 * 

Tokyo Shri Rama Rao in December 1947* Subsequent Heads of 

. . ^ , , ' • < • . 

Missions had also reported on suspicions regarding misappropriat 

- ' , ‘ ’ f ' - « • ' -■ . ' ; , ' ■ AT '* ■' * tV- , . ■ ’■ * , ^ v 

ion on the part of Shri Rama Murthy; the. fact that he had dpy+jA 

' ' v "* * 




knowledge of existence^ of the , tre asure only strengths ned the 


; ' " ' . • • : ■ \ 

suspicions* In 1951* the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 

i ' 


'^yp? 


m 


Shri Chettur had reported. that Shri Ram Murthy had become 
affluent overnight in 1946, "when his compatriots were on the 




5- 


’JM* 

’ ix 


verge of starvation and misery "• f v 

In 1951* Shri Ayer who was then Director of PubBbity 
in the then Government of Bomb ay "proceeded to Tokyo on what was 
claimed to be a holiday trip. In Tokyo , he stayed with Shri 
Bam Murthy and it came to light subsequently that Shri Ram Murth, 

had also financed Shri Ayer* s trip* While in Tokyo, Shri Ayer 

■ ' ' ■ 

Met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission Shri 'Chettur on 29th 

. ' • • . ; y s. - ■ ■ v. 1 : * ■ • • ■; 

May 1951 and stated that one of the objectives of his ‘Mission* 

.. '■ . . ' . r t : ■ - - . . 

■ 

'to Tokyo was the recovery of the gold and jewellery which had 
been collected from the place in which Beta jl met his death* 

He informed Shri Qiettur that sane part of Betaji's collections 
had been saved such as fused and molten gold ornaments, which 
in his ipinion was worth about Rs. 1 lakh « He dismissed local e - 


-fe % 


'■Am* 


rumours put the value of the collection at several millions of 




rupees* He also Informed Shri Chettur that CtoOUHabibur Rahman 




and himself, had compiled, a detailed list of the items in 194? 

__ . ; . * •' . * 

and he wanted to check these lists before the valuables could be 

sent to India: he handed over to Shri Chettur phot os tat d copies 

, /at the time ' 

vten the valu- of letters Written by Col.Habibur Rahman and by himself to 

bles, sane gold - , * 

and Yen 20000/- shri Ram Murthy/in 194?* He suggested that the valuables be senl 
had been left ' ■ ' . H , ’ ’ : ■ 

with Shri Ram to Delhi by Diplomatic bag in small lots to be disposed of bfcyz 
Murthy " .• ■■■. ' - • ; 

by the goverrsnent of India in such a manner as it deemed fit* 





- 6 - , 

r r • ' * 4 r 1 | a ^ 

\ ' r 

i \ ■ . 1 |. 

'"'/t would appear from subsequent records that Shrl Ayer had 
inspected the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 

compared the list with the original list left by Col.Habibur 

■ ■ ! ■ ‘ '■ ■ 

Rahman. The following details have been given in hand-written 

r a ; #• ’ ‘ ■ • • • ‘ 

i. * > < ■ ■ . • V \ 

note by by him *- 


- ■ - 1 ' 


v. ' 

? V- ' ■ ■ ' ; 

i) Comparatively pure gold in 8.5 kgs. , 

- papers bundles onlyCthe increase ' , ( , 


in vei ght i s appare ntl y due to ^ , "y C * 

different scales used for weighing) ? 


ii) 


Gold mixed with molten metal etc* 

Total 


3*0 kgs, 

X- • .* * - 


’ 

■■ ■ ■ 




6* 


W 


• .# iH • 5 kgs . 

! • > . . . • 1 ' ■ 1 ' 

It is interesting to note .that there was no mention 


1 


r-j • \] 

i, 


in the new list of two wooden boxes, whose wieght had also 

* f ■. . , ■ -V\/ '. yf j » t n up 

included in the weight as assessed by_ Col.Habibur Rahman. If 

* ■' ■ V;. ■' ■ ■ i 

one takes this into account, the icrease in weight during tecond j 

^ • . • ' ■ . - . * s \' A ‘ *p' ■ ’ -1 

weighing by Shri Ayer would be even more substantial! V ’ 

. - ■ ' . tv / v, & . i 

7. Shri Chettur was instructed by the Government of India 

■ ■ ■■■ - ■■ ; ■ .■ ' ‘ -'1 ■: ' ■' ■ ' . 

to take over the valuables should Shri Ayer hand them over to 


: 


- - ' 1 ' 

the Mission. Subsequently, instructions were sent but to the * . ; 

effect that, the Mission* e endeavour should be to get possession 




of all the treasure on behalf of Government and to kdep it in 




safe custody pending Instructions in its disposal. However, s . 


y 1 i 


Shri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to the Mission during 


1 




his visit and left Tokyo for India on 11th June, 19? 1 * 

■ ' . y ■ y. • { • ■ < - . ■ 

■ ■ ■ -|. •* * * . , I I. ■ . *4. „ 

8. On his beturn to India, Shri Ayer met the Prime Minister 

• . w " • ' ■ o ' 

in September , 1 951 . Subse q^iently , instructions from Prime 
Minister, our Mission in Tokyo was asked on 23rd September, 1951 

- ■ , ,’JT > ; L : ' '■ r • V 1 , , ,• • > .V'-y/jj' 

to take over from Shri Ram Murthy all the IRA treasure In his 

possession and keep it ip the Mission' until further instructions. 

' " ’ ’ > ’ V ’■ ■ 

' 7/- \ 


m 


T Sk e . Mission was also asked to intimate the nature and quantity 

VUa. 

of ^treasure. On 2tth September 19?1 » "the First Secretary of the 
Mission Shri V.C.Trivedi and the Registrar vent to Shri Ram Murthy’s 
house and took possession of the various packages after opening 
and weighing them with the Mission's scales in the presence of.; j 

“2 . \? :* ■■■■ i 

Shri Ram Murtbyts^wEfie and his vlfe. It was found that there 
were three cloth bundles containing valuables, a paper package 
containing sold pieces and Ten 20,000 in cash. The list prepared 

- ' V ■: * 

by the Mission indicating the weights of various packages was; sent 

f v ' ■ ( - • *' " i 

to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record of the valuables J 
having been weighed twice; one in the Ministry of External Affairs 
soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified but 
it is somewhere around 1.12.1952) and lastly in the Rational 


Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 9.10. 78. The following 
table has been prepared to compare the weights of individual items 


as found on the three occasions: - 

V Weight indic- 
ated by Indian 
Mission in Tokyo 
at the time of 
taking over 

(a‘h9.i9 i m- 


3DNDLB I Package 1 
Package 2 
^ Package 3 
Package t 
Package 5 
Package 6. 
Package 7 
Package 8 
Package 9 
Package 10 
Package 11 
Package 12 
Package 13 
Package it 

ONDLE IX_ 


400 gms. 

2 Kgs. ?60 gms 
325 gms 
325 gms 
700 gms 
1 kg. 700 gms 
82? gms 
t25 gms j 
320 gms 
t2? gms 
10? gme 
200 gms 
?0 gms 
50 gms 

3,50OKgs-7 
1 ,600 kgs j - * 


Ayer 1 a h at 
•Nine pieces 
gold 


of 




300 gms 


Weight found 
on inspection - 
in MEA after 
arrival 

^ (1.12,19.52).?. 

399*90 gms. 

2 Kgs.4t7*07 gms 
315.70 gms 
3lt.o0 ; gms 
62t.32 gms 
1 kg. 64-3. 6? gms 
797.0? gms 
t2t.7? gms 
303-5? gms 
tl?.?? gms 
108.9? gms 
201.?? gms 
tt.22 gms . 
48.0? gms 


3.44-2 gms 
Not weighed 


298.7? gms 


Weight found 
on inspection 
on 9.10;78 


j 


j 


389-5 gms. 
3.05t Kgs. 
31 8 gms. 

318 gms 
628 gms 
16?6,? gms 
812 gms 
42?. 0 gms 
307*? gms 
tl9*7 gms 
101 gms 
205.0 gms 
46 gms 
?0 *? gms. 

3.493*2 gms 
966? grms. 


300.0? gms 
**8/- 


I 




The Mission vas also asked to intimate the nature and quantity 
VUi. ry. 

of ^treasure . On 24th September 19?1 , the First Secretary of th 

Mission Shri V.C.Trivedi arid the Registrar vent to Shri Ham Mur 

v . ’ S 1 / • 

house and took possession of the various packages after opening 

^ ‘ i , ; , ' ' ’ . '■ p, • . * < ’ ' ■ ' ' ; , J ** 

and weighing them with the Mission's scales in the presence of 

./ ’ , ^ p* * i 7 “ 

Shri Ram Murthyfce=w«£e and his wife* It was found that there 
were three cloth bundles containing valuables, a paper jfetckage 

V 4 * r 

, V 

containing gald pieces and Ten 20,000 in cash. The list prepar 


by the Mission indicating the weights of various packages was a 
to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record of the valuable 
having been weighed twice; one in the Ministry of External Affs 
soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified bu 
it is somewhere around 1.12. 19?2) and lastly In the Rational 
Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 9*10.78. The folic 
table has been prepared to compare the weights of individual II 


as found on the three occasions: - 


■ A- 


5 
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BUNDLE I Package 1 
Package 2 
Package 
Package 
Package 
Package 
Package 
Package 
Package 9 
Package 10 
Package 11 
Package 12 
Pabkage 


BUNDLE II 


Package 


Aver's let 
•Nine pieces 
gold 


Weight indic- 
ated by Indian 
Mission in Tokyo 
at the time of 
taking over 
(24-.9.1951 ). 

400 gms . 

2 Kgs.?60 gms 
32? gms 
32? gms 
700 gms 
1 kg. 700 gms 
82? gms 
42? gms ,/ 

320 gms 
42? gms 
10? gms 
200 gms 
?0 gms 
?0 gms 

3,?00£gs.7 
1 ,600 kgs j • * 


of 




300 gms 


Weight found 
on inspection 1 
in MEA after 
pr rival 

^ (1.12-135213 

399*90 gms. 

2 Kgs. 447.07 gms 
31 £.70 gms 
31 4. 60, gms 
624.32 gms 
1 kg. 643. 6? ©as 
797.0? gms 

424.7? gms 
“3.5?. gms 


•1 ?• ?? gms 
100.9? gms 
201.?? gms 
44.22 gms 
48.0? gms 

3- ^2 gms 
Hot weighed 


298.7? gms 


Weight f< 
on ins pet 
on, 9*10;' 


389 .J gra, 

3*0?4 Kg 
318 gms. 
318 gms 
628 gms 

16?6.? g 

812 gms 
42?. 6 gm 
307 i ? gra 
419.7 gra 
101 gms 
20?.0 gm 
46 gms 
?0.? gms 

# 

■ 3*^3* 2 

966? gnu 


300.0? g! 

• * 8/- 


8 



^ 9* At the time of taking over of the valuables in Tokyo 

Shri Chettur pointed out that the weight as found by the Mission 
was more than what was shown in Col.Habibur Rahman* s letter. 

The latter had also not mentioned the thitd package containing 

} . x . V : I . ' # ' / : r - . , * 

dust and base metal} according to Shri Ram Murthy this had been 

' . 7 t 

omitted as it was practically worthless, Shri Chettur < fcund 
two suspicious circumstances, one that the pieces of gold handed 
over by Shri Ram Murthy appeared to be bright and completely 
untarnished and did not appear to have been kept in custody for 

nearly six years as was claimed, Shri Ayer, who was supposed 

' • . ( ' • } 

to have left the gold pieces with Shri Ram Murthy in 194 ? had 

asserted that the pieces were exactly in the form in which he 
had brought them from Saigon, Farther, the 20,000 Yen handed 

l ’> _ . ■ ■■ . ’ ' ■ } 

over to the Mission was in the notes then current and not in 

J - '1 

the note s current in 194?, Shri Chettur was at that time able / 1 
- v - . ’ ' - , 1 " ' j 

to get a confidential report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry 

on the question of the treasure. According to this, Netaji 

had substantial quantity of gold ornaments and precious stones 

suit- 

in Saigon but w?as allowed to carry 1 only two/cases on the ill 
fated flight. -Even those two suit-cases, according to 

Shri Chettur, must have carried very much more than vtaat was 

, ** 

handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to the Mission in 1951* There 
were also uncertainties surrounding the fate of the bulM of 

i 11 

the treasure which Hetaji had left in Saigon itself} that it 

* ' 1 * ■ / - , ■ ^ 

was substantial is indicated by the fact that on 26 th January 

.. ■ i* 

1945> Netaji had been weighed against gtitt* Against this 

■j 

background, Shri Chettur felt that it vras difficult to believe 
that the 300 grams of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 

* >■ f 

the Mission represented all that Shri Ayer had brought from 
Saigon. Shri Chettur drew the conclusion that Shri Ayer, 

9 /- 


apprehensive of the early conclusion of the Peace Treaty, had 
cctne to Tokyo to "divide the loot and salve his and Shri Ram , 
Murthy's conscience by the handing over of a small quantity 
to the Government in the hope that by doing so, he would also 
succeed in drawing a red herring across the trail", r ,- v « 

TO. The Netaji Snqulty Ccmmittee in 1956 has not drawn 

* 4 , f ‘ ‘ ’ 

any specific conclusions on whether the treasure had been 

, , fc ' . * r ■ " p r , *■ 

misappropriated, and if so, by whom. The Ccmmittbe concluded 

f _ b , * 

that the chaired and damaged pieces of gold and Jewwellery 
etc* which are in the National Museum formed, a part of Netaji' s 

baggage in his last Journey and were salvaged from the Taihoku 

1 ^ 

Airport and later recovered from Shri Ram Murthy* The Committee 
also found that what was handed over by Shri Ram Hurthy in 1951 

tallied with the list signed by Odl.Hablbur Rahman. But the 

( ' ? 

Committee could reach no conclusion on how much of valuables 
were carried by Netaji In his last flight and how much of it 
was redovered, particularly since the two suit -cases slid to 

~ t 

have been taken by Netaji had not been weighed; the Committee 
was of the view that the quantity that has been recovered was 
mujsh lets than all that Netaji carried with him. In view of the 

V ' ’ ' J ( 

discrepancies in statements relating to the conclusion of the 

t - T ' V. > 

valuables from Taihoku Airport, their subsequent custody and - 

f ' ' < r 

handing ever to Hfetaji* s associates, the Committee expressed 

the opinion that "it was far from clear as to vhat was dollected 

* - 

from Taihoku Airport, whether and when the container was changed 

whether there tsas any subtraction and /who took delivery of it 

' ■ / * 

in Tokyo and when". The. Committee suggested that in case a sep- 

' * 

arate inquiry ihto this was considered necessary, such an 
inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure carried by 
Netaji on his last Journey but also examination of the entire 
assests and liabilities, in cash and kind, of the Provisional 
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m 


> ■ 


Government ofAzad Hind. The Committee was however was not sure 
whether such an inquiry would serve any purpose after the lapse 


had been destroyed. 


■ j. 


7 


"V 


of time espedially since whatever records there might have been. 

' "it r > ■ \ 

.f:«4 

■ ' *!»'• f ■ 1*11 , - 

11* The one-man Inquiry Commission headed Justice Khosla 

not 

| in Report dated 30th June 197^ d±6/go into any detail on the 
\ subject of the treasure. The Commission had not specifically 




■*V". 


iv 


enquired into this matter. The Commission has noted a suggestion 

■i 1 

made to it that part of the treasure had been misappropriated 

by Shri Ram Murthy and his brother J.Murthy. But the Commission < 

, 4 ■ *■ }'(. • 

caild not find any satisfactory proof of such mis appropriation 
\ and felt that "no useful purpose could be served by pursuing" 

1 t t r J 

a quest which was not likely to yield anything definite or 
worthwhile ,r .~ ■. 

12. In October 195JX Ambassador in Tokyo was asked 

whether the treasure could noVbe brought ever to India as our 
Peace Treaty with Japan had cane into force. The Mission proposed 

" .s * 

on 27th October 1952 that the valuables be sent with Shri Damle 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculuture, who was on a 
visit to Tokyo at that time and was returning to India on 7th 
November. The Mission felt that it was not necessary to refer 
the matter to the Japane se Government who hadevinced no interest 
in the matter. Due to delay in the flight Shri Damle, reached 
Delhi on the 10th evening by PAN AM flight No. 3. At the request 

of Ministry of External Affairs, instructions were issued to the 

' / 

Customs examination under the *note and pass* procedureon the 
d ( ' 1 ■ 

understanlng th^t the articles would be assessed later and customs 

• * . " „ '• ;> ’ ‘ j I ' . ■ * v ! , 

duty paid by the Ministry of External Affairs. An import permit 

.4 , 

from the Reserve Bank of India was also not insisted upon. - 


. 11 /- 




i^3* According to the records, Shrl Damle on artival 

c * 

delivered the valuables to Shri H.Dayal, then Joint Secretary 
(Administration) in the Ministry of External Affairs. The suit- 
cases vas kept in his cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified 

' f \ ■ / 3 

date, the valuables were checkdd and weighed. The resulsts of ' 

* the weighing are in the table given earlier ( it is to be noted 
that neither the earlier list sent by cur Mission in Tokyo 
indicating the weights as found at the time of taking over of 
valuables from Shri Ram Murthy nor the list as prepared in the 
Ministry after arrival of the items here are signed or authenti- 
cated). The valuables were sonsidered to be worth about . 

Rs.90,000 at that time; this is presumably based on a message 
from the Mission in Tokyo before despatch of the goods that they 
, might be insured far Rs.90,000/- Rrime Minister inspected the 
articles on 9*1 • 1953 * Be minuted as follows: - 

1 * n I saw this treasure. It made a poor show. Apart 

from sane gold pieces, it consisted of charred 
. remains of sane rather cheap Jewellery chiefly sane 
silver and gold articles, all broken up. I think 
that this should be kept as it is. Apart from 
everything else, it is sane evidence of the aircraft 
accident and subsdqubnt fire n . 

14. The question of exempting the valuables from Custons 

duty was taken up with the Ministry of Finance. It was suggested 
to the Ministry of External Affairs that in case these were 
considered as articles of historical value which would be kept in 
a public place, exemption could be feiven. This was conf lamed 
by the Ministry and exemption from customs duty was accorded. 


15 . As regards the custody of the box containing valuable 

this vas taken over by Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secret ary (Adminis- 
tration) on 26th September, 1953 and deposited in the 
treasurer's safe. On ?th October 1953t the box was double - 

12 
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^aled with an NGO seal and a FM*s Secretariat seal In presence 

of Deputy Secret ary( Administration), It is seen from a subseq- 

- / . 

uent note that the box containing the valuables had been put 
inside a sealed bag and deposited in the cash chest of the 
Ministry, . . 


16. ' The Ministry of External Affairs was in touch with - 

the Bi's Secretariat in regard to the. eventual disposal of these 
valuables. On 12 , 11*1953 the Prime Minister suggested that the 
Ministry of Education take charge of the treasure after Inspection 

. ' ■ T • ■ ’ J ' , k ■ . 

Following this, Shri Humayun Kabir of the Ministry of Education 
Shri J.K.Roy, Superintendent! Central Asian Antiquities Museum 

' • ; • * ’ i. 

(National Museum) and Joint Secret ary (Administration), Ministry 

of External Affairs, inspected the treasure on 27*11*1953* i 

Thereafter Shri Kabir recorded a note to the effect that the 

items iere not suitable for exhibition and therefore these could 

best be handed ever to the family of Netaji Bose, if necessary, 

»: V * 

after a brief exhibition in Delhi. The then Minister of 

Education, Maulana AbuH Kalam Arad suggested that these items 

be handed ever to Metals family. However, Prime Minister in a 

minute recorded on 2*12.1953 stated that the articles could not 

be sent to the Neta3i*s family as the family had shown no interest 

in them and were not prepared to admit that Hetajl bad died in 

that accident. PM stated that while there was no question of 

holding an exhibition of these articles, since they were of hlsto 

rical value, they should he kept carefully. Following these 

instructions, the Ministry of Edu cation decided that the treasur 

* 

locked in abox and sealed, would be depbsited in the National 

Museum. This was done on 3G^b December, 1953* In a note 

„ r 

recorded on the taking over, which has been signed by ghri J.K. . 

13/- 


^oy, superintendent, National Museum, Shri A.C.Banerji of the 
National Museund Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secretary(Adminlstration) 
Ministry of External Affairs, it is stated that the box containing 
the treasure as per list on the file was opened, contents checked 
and thereafter re-locked and re-sealed -with the NGO seal of the 
-^Ministry of External Affairs and handed over along with the key 
to Shri Hoy. Shri Roy has recorded on 2*1.195^ that the treasure 
has been safely deposited in the National Museum. 

17. As regards the stun of Yen 20,000/- which had been handed 
over to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, by Shri Ram M^Jrthy, this 
amount vas taken into Government account for purposes of transfer 
to India. This amount, equivalent to Rs.26j?/- and 10 annas, 
remained in the Ministry of External Affairs pending a decision 

" sV •" - -i 1 - b * . ‘ * L 

on its disposal. Cm 2.12.5^, Prime Minister*s Secretariat 

instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA Relief 

* ' ^ ‘ * 

Fund of the AICC. This vas accordingly done on 1 6.1 2.19^* 

P 

against a receipt issued by the AICC. The papers relating to 
the INA Treasure had been made available to the Netaji Inquiry 

1 

y * ' | 

Committee in 19 ? 6 . The Bapart of the Committee indicates that 
the Ccmmittee inspected the valuables at the National Museum twit . 
on the second occasion along with Kundan Singh, Retail's 
personal valet, who identified a number of articles as belonging 
to Retail. It would appear after the inspection, the box vas 
re-sealed with the NGO seal of the Ministry of External Affairs. 

* 1 , - . r" 

18. The box vas openedagain cm 9.10.78 on Prime Minister 1 ; 

instructions. Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 

Director, National Museum, Director General; Archaelogical 

_ 1 
Survey of India, vere present at the opening; representatives 

‘ i 

of the Ministry of External Affairs were also present though 


i 




Q- 


L 
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no- at the initial opening of the box. Detailed information 
on the results of examination of the articles vcxxld be 
available with the Department of Culture and Prime Minister's 
Office. However, the weights of different packages, as now 

ascertained by Museum officials have been give in the table 

» ...... 

on page 7 . This information was provided by the Prime 

H 9 

a ^ 4 r 4 „ k - ‘ 

Ministers office. 
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DRAFT 


Ishrat Aziz 

Additional Secretary {AD ) 



No . 25/4/NGO-Vol .III 


October , 1994. 


Please refer to your D.O. No . 69-2/94-NM 
dated October 5, 1994 regarding Netaji's treasure 

boxes . 


From our records it appears that a detailed 
on this subject was forwarded to 


2 


note 


Dr. H.R- Bane rjee, the then Director, National 
Museum, irnder cover of our U.O. No. 25/4/NGC-Vol .III 
dated December 21, 1978. 

3. A copy of the same is forwarded herewith 

once again. 


Yours sincerely 



( Ishrat Aziz ) 


Shri Ashok Vajpeyi 
Joint Secretary & 
Director General, 
National Museum. 


Ends:- As above. 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM 



Ashok Vajpeyi, D.O.No.F. ~ Uf T W - ( 

Joint Secretary & DG 


Phone: 3018159, 382696 


October 


1994 5 OCT 1994 


Dear Shri Kat ju , 

Enclosed find herewith a letter received from Shri Bijan 
Ghosh, Advocate, Supreme Court of India dated 20.9. 1994 regarding 

Netaji's treasure boxes . 

There is one sealed cover received by the National Museum 
authorities from the Ministry of External Affairs which has been entered in 
the General Accession Register. Since this packet is mentioned as 
Confidential /classified object, the packet was taken over by the National 
Museum without verifying the contents. The contents inside the packet 
are not known because the pages in the General Accession Register 
containing the details of the packet are again sealed, by the National 
Museusm authorities. I therefore, request you to kindly look into the 
matter and assist the National Museum if' the facts are available in the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 



Government of India 
Department of Culture 
National Museum 
Janpath 


No : F . ojt -°l fa ^ N 


New Delhi 


X 0 0C1 994 


The Joint Secretary £/vW'Vv N > 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
Room No. 149-D 
New Delhi 


Sir, 


This is in connection with the Neta^Ji's Treasure 


Boxes for which a letter has been issued by Sh. Ashok Vajpeyi, 
Joint Secretary {V)/Director General, National Museum. A copy of 
the letter of Sh. Bijan Ghosh, Advocate, Supreme Court of India, 
is sent herewith, as discussed over telephone. 



Yours fait 



{Manikuntala Sarkar) 
Administrative Officer 


Enc: As above 


biAiry ghosh 

* ADVOCATE 

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

By Hand 20.9.94 


To, 

The Director 
National Museum 
Jan path Road, 

^ New Delbl-l 

Sub: netaji’s treasure boxes 
D ear Sir, 


6 LAWYERS' CHAMBERS 
SUPREME COURT BUILDINGS 
NEW DELHI - 1 10 001 


I understand from the old records that the then prime 
Minister of India, Mr. Morarji Deal, made a statement 
in the Lok Sabha on 22nd November 1978 that there 
two boxes containing the jewelleries, kept in 

the National Museum for safe custody; 

and even the M.P.*s were /are not allowed to see the 
contents of the boxes. 

He, however, gave the details of the contents of the boxes. 


In the Public Interest, you are honestly requested to apprise 
me whether the two boxes are still lying with the National Museum 
or have been kept in any other place. 

& 

< .. . 

You are further requested to supply me a copy of the details of 
the contents of the boxes as given by then Prime Minister* 

I am most reasonably expecting your reply within 7 days from 
receipt of this letter. 

This is to put on records that I have challenged the conferring 
of 'Bharat Ratna* upon Neljaji posthumously, in the Court of law 
and the matter is pendin ^disposal before the Apex Court. 

I hope all sorts of cooperation from your office in the Public 
Interest gnd for the Public purpose. 

Thank you, 

Yo u^^^^ i^^ully, 

(BIJAN GHOSH) 

C . C . ,A^V . if* i$-£KT> , 

cyv (^/P) 


